
Ah, the end is near.  And with that being so, we have a few 
important things to cover this month. 

First, of course, is elections.  We have several very good 

candidates who have said theyôd be willing to serve the 

club as officers for the next two years.  So, think carefully 
when you read the ballots, then choose the people you 

think would do the best job. 

Second, our plans for the Christmas party have changed 
somewhat.  The Left Seat, the restaurant we have used for 

the last few years for our party, has been notified that the 

city will not renew their lease.  Therefore, theyôre closing 
and moving to another location and will not be available 

for our scheduled event.  We found this out only a couple 

of weeks ago.  So, I appointed a small committee and they 

went searching for a new location.  The late date and some 
fiscal restraints have conspired to narrow our choices 

somewhat.  After some discussion, the decision has been 

made to have the event at Anzio Landing, a very nice 
restaurant near Falcon Field and the CAF, where we hold 

ModelZona.  The date is 10 December, beginning at 6:00 

PM.  Weôll have a buffet of some excellent Italian food and 
some special desserts.  Costs will be the same as last year, 

at $20 per person.  Chuck Ludwig and (I think) Dave 

Weitzel will be taking reservations at the meeting.  Please 

come out and join us.  Itôs always fun. 
Third thing is chapter charter renewal with IPMS/USA.  Of 

course, the officers have to be members of IPMS but one of 

the items on the form is a list of óat largeô members who 
are also IPMS/USA members.  If you are an IPMS 

member, please stop by and let me know so we can get the 

form current. 

The last thing to discuss is Modelzona.  Itôs next Saturday, 
5 November, at the CAF hangar at Falcon Field.  Setup is 

on Friday and Wendell can use all the volunteer help he 

can get.  Weôre also looking for volunteers to work a few 
different things on Saturday. 

Our contest this month is óOut Of The Box.ô  Weôll use the 

same rules as at ModelZona or any other IPMS contest.  
And donôt forget to bring your instruction sheet. 

With ModelZona looming, our discussion this month will 

be on óWhat Judges Look For.ô 

And for once, Iôm gonna be at the meeting.  See you there. 

Steve Collins 
President - Craig Hewitt Chapter 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Vince Welsh slaved long and hard over the Monogram 
1/48 Me-262, but his efforts paid off.  

Dave Weitzel did a flawless job on his Hoover Mustang 
that he converted from the Tamiya 1/72 kit.  



Bill Sanbornôs Heinkel He-25 in Chinese markings was 
made from the 1/72 Choroszy kit.  
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October 2011 Meeting  
 Vice President Jim Pearsall once again led the meeting, 

which was very well attended. Several nominations for club 

officers were taken and it looks like we may have some new 

faces running things for the next two years. A big ñthank youò 

to all members who stepped up. 

The October contest theme was ñStrangers In A Strange 

Landò. The winner in the Advanced class was Dave Weitzel 

with his 1/72 P-51 Mustang racing plane and the winner in the 

Novice class was Vince Welsh with a 1/48 Monogram Me-262 

in Russian markings. As usual, each winner received a gift 

certificate to a local hobby shop. Way to go, gentlemen! 

Keith Pieper gave a short presentation on using Micro 

Balloons and super glue as an easy and quick filler. This 

technique looks very interesting and well worth trying out. 

Thanks to Keith for sharing! 

To see more of the awesome pictures that Jim Hough took at 

the meeting, visit the Gallery on our website at www.ipms-

phoenix.org. 

Keenan Chittester used a decal sheet from Dutch Decals 
and the 1/48 Hasegawa kit to create this TF -104G. 

Jim Pearsallôs 1/72 Hasegawa F-4N. 

Brian Baker brought several examples of ñStrangers In A 
Strange Landò. Here is his 1/72 Academy F6F-3 Hellcat I in 

John Kienitz built this Bedford Mk. 4 truck from the 
JB Models kit.  



Dennis Hutchinson brought in this 1/72 Academy  
F-117 stealth fighter.  
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Another U -boat from Jim Stute. This time it is the 1/144 
Hobby Boss U -123. 

Brian Baker used the 1/72 Airfix Fw -190A-8 kit for this 
particular creation.  

John Kienitz also brought in this very nicely painted 
1/72 Testors/Italeri YF -12A. 

Mike Hinderliterôs very colorful 1/72 Hasegawa 
F4F-3 Wildcat.  

More October pictures...  

Jim Pearsall built this impressive 1/144 Revell KC -135 
tanker for a good friend.  



2011 Monthly Contests  

January - Something Blue. 

February - Tiny. Any scale, but things like light planes, mini cars, tankettes, PT boats. 

March - Hollywood. TV or movie-related subjects. 

April  - Three Foot Models. Judged from 3 feet. 

May  - Prototypes and Famous Firsts. 

June  - Lost In Battle. Custer, USS Arizona, B-25 from the Doolittle Raid, etc. 

July  - U.S. Navy World War II. 

August  - Wet & Wild. Boats, floatplanes, amphibious tanks, fire trucks. 

September  - Big. Multi-engine aircraft, heavy tanks, over-the-road trucks. super dreadnaughts.. 

October  - Strangers In A Strange Land. Markings or finish not normally associated with the type. 

November  - Out Of The Box. Donôt forget your instructions! 

December  - Golden Age of Monogram. 

Chapter Officers  

President ..................... Steve Collins................ president@ipms-phoenix.org ....................... (623) 877-4631 

Vice President ............ Jim Pearsall .................. vice_president@ipms-phoenix.org .............. (623) 583-2308 

Secretary ..................... Chuck Ludwig ............. secretary@ipms-phoenix.org ....................... (480) 982-0485 

Treasurer..................... Keith Pieper ................. treasurer@ipms-phoenx.org ......................... (480) 994-2263 

Chapter Contact ......... Dick Christ ................... chapter_contact@ipms-phoenix.org............ (480) 983-7131 

Member At Large ...... Sam Bueler .................. member-at-large@ipms-phoenix.org .......... (480) 612-1257 

Webmaster ................. Don Crowe .................. webmaster@ipms-phoenix.org .................... (623) 872-6151 

Newsletter Editor ....... Keenan Chittester ........ newsletter@ipms-phoenix.org ..................... (480) 706-8178 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.org for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge Ameri-
can flag. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

DECEMBER 2011  

Tuesday 6th, 7pm - Craig Hewitt Chapter meeting at American Legion Post #1. Contest: Golden Age of 

Monogram.  

Saturday 10th - Annual club Christmas party. See the details in the Presidentôs Message on page 1. 
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NOVEMBER 2011  

Tuesday 1st, 7pm - Craig Hewitt Chapter meeting at American Legion Post #1. Contest: Out of the Box. ALSO 
club officer elections. 

Saturday 5th, 10am -4pm - ModelZona 2011 at the Commemorative Air Force Museum in Mesa, AZ. See the ad 
on page 13 for more info. 



Heller 1/72 MS.406 with Rising Decals  

www.risingdecals.com  

by Carmel Attard 
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The Kit 
Brian Baker has 

already described the 

kit in acertain amount 
of detail. It is a good kit 

and among the best of 

those released by 
various companies and 

worth having more 

than one if still 

available. Accurate in 
outline and if detail is 

added to the wheel 

wells it will improve 
the model. It is an old 

model and the decals 

were dry and not 
suitable for use. So 

Rising Decals came to 

the rescue. 

 

History 
Rising Decal 72-004 covers two unique colour schemes of 

the Morane Saulnier MS 406 in the service of the Croatian 

Air Force and the Yugoslav Partisan Air Force. The sheet 

measures 62mmx54mm and contains no less than 17 decal 

options. A colour chart depicts side views, two Croatian AF 
ones, serial number 2305 and 2308, based at Zagreb and 

another side view 

of 230-8 but this 
time in Partisan 

AF markings after 

it was captured 

and based at 
Zaluzani AB near 

Banja Luka. This 

was flown by 
pilot corporal 

Sulejman 

Selimbegovic 
which scored one 

confirmed victory 

over a German 

Junkers W-34. 
Recent research 

into the 

interesting history 
of the MS406 C1 

revealed that there were 
three MS406 captured 

at Zaluzani in Bosnia in 

September 1944, which 

were captured from the 
Croat AF and used by 

squadrons of the 5th 

Corps NOVJ. The three 
were serialled 2308, 

2323, and 2332 and 

were delivered on the 
21st of September of 

1944. The squadron of 

the 5th Corps of NOVJ 

was formed from 
aircraft captured at 

Zaluzani Airfield and 

was the second 
Yugoslav partisan 

aviation unit that was similar to the liaison squadron. The 

new squadron consisted of a couple of MS406 fighters as 
well as a Caproni twin-engine aircraft and some Beher 

training aircraft and BE-51 sports plane. These aircraft took 

part in the first action on the very first day when the 

squadron was formed. They participated in an attack on the 
Banja Luka Fortress, where surrounded by the Ustaza units 

which fought very hard. When the Germans later forced the 

partisans out of Banja Luka, the squadron moved to other 
airfields in western and eastern Bosnia. 

It performed 90 combat flights and captured more aircraft, 

a Ju-87 and FP-2. During all this time the squadron was 

supplied with fuel, ammunitions and other essentials, only 
from areas which were under control of the 5th Corps of 

NOVJ. This proved that aviation could even be used by 

partisans themselves in the conditions of partisan warfare. 
The squadron was never any great threat; nevertheless its 

actions were a tremendous boost of morale for the partisans 

and civilians on the ground. 
 

Decals and colours 
The MS406s are finished in splinter type of camouflage of 

RLM 02 grey/green and RLM 71 dark green upper surfaces 

and RLM 65 light blue lower surfaces. The instructions 

indicate that the edge of the colour separation is soft 
(sprayed). 

Croat aircraft carried the chequered red and white 

markings in 5 positions and serial number on the side of the 

rear fuselage. 2305 has a white and green spinner while 
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2308 has a black spiral over a white spinner, which is a 

decal part. In two of the examples the forward side of 

fuselage is in mottle finish while the Partisan example has a 
wavy pattern of soft mottle. As 2308 is the same machine 

that was taken over by the Partisans the spinner is retained 

with its black spiral finish. The Croat insignia is now 
changed to four red stars over a white circle wing marking 

while the whole tail unit is in red white and blue horizontal 

colours with a red star over the middle white portion. 

Markings for the three bladed propeller are also included. 
The decal appears to be of excellent quality with sharp 

colours of correct register and size. They are thin and 

conform to the surface very well. Propeller markings are 
also provided. 

The instructions recommend the decals for use on the 

Hasegawa kit of the MS406 but equally useful on any older 

kit such as the Frog or Heller kit provided these are updated 
in their respective ways. In my case I had an old Heller kit, 

which needed detailing in the cockpit, radiator front, 

additional wing leading edge guns made from surgical 
needle cut to size, additional antennae and detailing the 

undercarriage legs and wheel wells. 

The kit carried standard for the type of dark and green 
camouflage with light grey undersides. 

 

Conclusion 
This was an enjoyable build and the issue of the Rising 

Decal sheet made the type all the more interesting and 

colourful to add to any collection of WWII types.  


