
December ô10 Meeting Pictures ............... 2-4 

Club Officers ................................................. 5 

Support Your Local Hobby Shop! ............... 5 

Mike Mackowskiõs òViewó ............................ 6 

A-Model C-123 by Jim Pearsall ................... 7 

Eduard L-39 by Carmel Attard ................... 10 

January Meeting Important Info! ............... 11 

Buy, Sell or Trade ....................................... 12 

2011 Monthly Contests .............................. 12 

Upcoming Events ....................................... 12 

THE CORSAIR 
The Monthly Newsletter of  the Craig Hewitt Chapter 

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 1  JANUARY 2011  

 

 

I  

N 

 

T 

H 

I  

S 

 

I  

S 

S 

U 

E Jack Anderson was the winner of the December ñGolden Age of 
Monogramò contest with this awesome 1/72 P-12E. 

Happy New Year, everyone. I hope you all have a 

safe, enjoyable year that is better than last year. 

First thing I want to do is congratulate our club 

special award winners for 2010. Modeler of the Year 

went to the prolific John Brubaker. The widely 

coveted Golden Corsair Award for the Member of the 

Year was quite a challenge to decide upon this time. 

Two of the nominees were such outstanding 

candidates who have done so much for the club 

recently that I broke with tradition a bit and gave 

awards to both. They are, in no particular order, Bill 

Sanborn and Mike Ronnau. In short, three very 

deserving gentlemen. Thanks, guys, for your efforts 

on behalf of the club, IPMS, and our hobby in 

general. 

Iôve been in a bit of a fog the last couple of 

months. Weôve been doing a renovation of our house, 

basically refinishing it from the floors to the ceiling.  

We finally got the last few items out of the storage 

unit over the weekend and itôs begun to look like a 

home again instead of a construction zone. I know we 

all go through times when we just donôt feel like 

doing any modeling. Perversely, since I havenôt been 

able to do any for the last seven weeks or so, Iôve 

been seriously itching to sit down at my worktable 

and work on some plastic. Now, maybe in a week or 

so, Iôll be able to. 

Our contest this month is óSomething Blue.ô Bring 

in something with blue in it. Also, we had a speaker 

scheduled for this monthôs meeting, but personal 

issues have pushed his appearance to next month. So, 

instead, weôll talk about our newest or most favorite 

tools. Iôm sure some of you got something new this 

year that youôre dying to tell everyone about. Bring it 

in and weôll all help you wonder how you got along 

without it. 

 

See you Tuesday. 

Steve Collins 

Presidentõs Message 



Jim Stute brought in this 1/72 ICM U -boat Type XXVIIB.  

THE CORSAIR  PAGE 2  JANUARY 2011  

December 2010 Meeting  
Doug Slowiak gave a terrific presentation which compared aircraft at different 

stages in their careers and the varied paint jobs that they carried. Thank you, 

Doug, for a very fascinating and informative presentation. We hope you can do 

something like that again soon.  

Congratulations to Jack Anderson for winning the monthly contest in 

December. The contest theme was ñThe Golden Age of Monogramò, and Jackôs 

winning entry was a wonderful little 1/72 P-12E. Way to go, Jack! 

Steve Keck announced the monthly contests for 2011, and the list can be found 

on page 12. This year we will have two categories: ñAdvancedò and ñNot So 

Advancedò depending upon your skill level. 

To see more pictures from the meeting, visit the Gallery on our website at 

www.ipms-phoenix.org. 

Sean Marshall continues to crank out the Citadel 
miniatures. This is his Skaven Warlord.  

James Hinderliter 
built this 1/100 

Bandai Gundam 
Deathscythe Hell 

Custom.  

Mike Hinderliter did a fine job on this  
Mach 2 PB2Y -5 Coronado  

Brian Bakerôs 1/72 Monogram P-6E with skis.  
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Jim Pearsall combined Revell and Sweet 1/144  
kits to make this Mistel 1.  

Jim Pearsallôs T-2 Agressor was built from  
the 1/72 Hasegawa kit.  

Keenan Chittester built this 1/48 Monogram P -39. 

A beautiful P -51 built by Chuck Krause from  
the 1/32 Monogram kit.  

John Brubaker built the classic  
Monogram Rommelôs Rod. 

More December pictures...  

Jim Fry did a marvelous job on this  
Monogram 1/48 SB2C Helldiver.  



THE CORSAIR  PAGE 4  JANUARY 2011  

More December pictures...  

Another terrific build from Dave Weitzel. This is his 
1/72 Hasegawa P -47D. 

Mike Gordon brought in this 1/48 A -10 Warthog built 
from the Revell kit and in Davis -Monthan markings.  

Kevin Wenker brought in this 1/48 Monogram  
P-61A Black Widow.  

Brian Baker used the Airmodel conversion on the 1/72 
Monogram Dornier Do -17 to create this Do -17P-1. 

Joseph Garcia took a break from the RC tanks to crank 
out this 1/72 Revell Tornado.  

Jay Steward brought in this gem. It is the 1/72  
Monogram Curtiss F11C -2. 
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www.airline -hobby.com  

Your One Stop Source for 

Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals,  

Diecasts and Accessories 

Space modeling reference books by Mike Mackowski.  

www.spaceinminiature.com  

Avalon Books and Hobbies  

1510 N. Scottsdale Rd. 

Tempe, AZ 85281 

(480) 994 -2263  

RIGHT STUFF,  

RIGHT PRICE  

www.thehobbydepot.com  

 

216 W. Southern Ave.  
Tempe, AZ 85282  

(480) 968-1880 

SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP!  

Copper State Models  

ñThe Cutting Edge In Military Detailsò 

Eric R. Hight 
3245 E. Hillery Dr. 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 (602) 867 -8822  

1817 E. Baseline Rd. 

Gilbert, AZ 85233 

(480) 892-0405 

Donôt forget to sign up for your HobbyTown Card! 

HOBBY BENCH 
2 Great Locations! 

8058 N. 19th Ave.  
NW corner of 19th Ave. & Northern  

602-995-1755  

4240 W. Bell Rd.  
NE corner of 43rd Ave. & Bell  

602-547-1828  

Chapter Officers  

President ................... Steve Collins ............... president@ipms-phoenix.org ..................... (623) 877-4631 

Vice President ........... Jim Pearsall ................. vice_president@ipms-phoenix.org ............ (623) 583-2308 

Secretary ................... Chuck Ludwig ............ secretary@ipms-phoenix.org ..................... (480) 982-0485 

Treasurer ................... Keith Pieper ................. treasurer@ipms-phoenx.org ....................... (480) 994-2263 

Chapter Contact ........ Dick Christ .................. chapter_contact@ipms-phoenix.org .......... (480) 983-7131 

Member At Large ..... Sam Bueler .................. member-at-large@ipms-phoenix.org ......... (480) 612-1257 

Webmaster ................ Don Crowe .................. webmaster@ipms-phoenix.org .................. (623) 872-6151 

Newsletter Editor ...... Keenan Chittester ........ newsletter@ipms-phoenix.org ................... (480) 706-8178 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.org for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge Ameri-
can flag. 

CLINE 

HOBBIES  

1964 N. Alma School Rd., #3 - Chandler, AZ 
(SW corner of Alma School & Warner) 

480-726-0392 
www.clinehobbies.com  
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Join the IPMS/USA!  

$25 annual membership includes a one year subscription to the IPMS Journal. Visit www.ipmsusa.org to 

download a membership form. Or you can write to: 

 

IPMS/USA National Office 

P.O. Box 2475 

N. Canton, OH 44720-0475 

 

Membership also gives you access to the online Discussion Forum, where you can exchange ideas and 

information with other members of IPMS. 

After drying I coated it with 

Future and cut it into strips and 

applied that to the cowling. The 

result looked great. Iôve used painted 

decal film before in small patches but 

never like this. 

The other effect was to do some 

weathering (mostly around the engines 

which appear to be rather dirty in most photos 

of B-17s in action) using Tamiya weathering powders. I 

picked up a couple of these sets leftover from the demos 

at the Nationals. They worked nicely to provide some 

exhaust staining and a dirty rust effect to the engine 

piping around and under the cowlings. You apply them 

with a sponge-tipped tool almost like dry brushing, but 

you need to rub them in if you want to add color to a 

larger area, more than youôd do by highlighting raised 

areas as in dry brushing. It was an interesting 

experiment, and in combination with airbrushed 

exhaust, some washes, and standard dry brushing 

(mostly with metallic hues), I thought the results really 

gave the model some life. 

So with 2010 behind us, how does your kit collection 

look? Did you make a dent in it by building more than 

you bought this past year? For myself, I finished five 

models, which is a really good output for a 12-month 

period. At that pace I would need to live another 60 

years in order to finish my stash. Hereôs hoping your 

pace is at least as good, and that 2011 is even better.  

The View from Space City 

Commentary on the Hobby 
by Mike Mackowski 

 
What a Year  

Someone mentioned ï might 

have been in the newspaper ï that 

2010 is over and itôs 2011. Wow, 

how did that happen so fast? There 

was a National Convention in there 

someplace, I recall. Maybe that dulled 

my memory. 

Anyway I finished the B-17G for my 

father-in-law and I presented it to him on 

Christmas. He really liked it and was amazed at how 

ñaccurateò it looked. The model is not perfect but I was 

pretty pleased with the results, and I plan to bring it to 

the January meeting. He still needs to find a large 

enough place to display it in his home. 

I tried a couple of finishing tricks that I will describe 

here. I did not attempt to paint a multi-toned metal 

finish, as that would have taken more time for masking 

than I was interested in. I used Model Master buffing 

aluminum metallizer for the airframe and noticed that it 

did not really buff up much. There was a gloss black 

base coat which didnôt seem to do much, and the paint 

did not take well to some masking I did for the tail 

markings. But the forward portions of the engine 

cowlings are a darker metallic color than the rest of the 

cowling (or the entire aircraft for that matter). So I did 

not want to mask and paint the cowling to get that 

darker shade. 

What I did was to mix a metallizer color (using 

Alclad) and airbrush that on a piece of clear decal film.  
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A-Model 1/144 UC -123B/K Provider  

Kit # 1408  
¸
  MSRP $17.98  

Reviewed by Jim Pearsall 

The Aircraft 
The C-123 began as a 

glider, the XCG-20, 

with prototypes built by 

C h a s e  A i r c r a f t 

Company. Design work 

began in 1943, with the 

XCG-14, 16, 18 and 

finally XCG-20. At the 

behest of the Air Force, 

the Chase Company 

added a pair of R-1820 

radial engines to the 

XCG-18, and this 

became the YC-122 

Airtruc. 9 were built. 

Then they tried adding a 

pair of R-2800s to the XCG-20. This was the C-123.  

In May of 1953, Henry Kaiser, famous for the Liberty 

Ships, Kaiser Aluminum, and the Kaiser-Frazer automobile, 

bought 49% of Chase Aircraft. The first production run of C

-123s was produced under the Chase name at Kaiserôs 

Willow Run, Michigan plant, which was also producing C-

119s. This may have been a really bad bit of timing, as the 

Korean conflict suddenly de-escalated with the truce, and 

the demand for aircraft suddenly stopped. Or it may have 

been a personality conflict between Henry Kaiser and the 

whole USAF. All Kaiser aircraft contracts were cancelled in 

July of 1953. 

This wasnôt the end of the C-123. Selected aircraft 

manufacturers were invited to bid on Kaiserôs unfulfilled 

contracts, and Fairchild aircraft became the new builder of 

what was now called the Provider. 

The 123 was overshadowed in Vietnam by the newer, 

bigger, more glamorous, turboprop C-130. The most 

memorab le  use  o f 

Providers was the ñRanch 

Handò aircraft, which 

sprayed defoliant to open 

up roadsides and lessen 

chances for ambushes. 

ñRemember, only you can 

prevent a forestò. 

But if you want to do a 

model of the 123, you have 

your choice of markings: 

Cambodia, Republic of 

China (Taiwan), El 

S a l v a d o r ,  L a o s , 

Phi l ippines, Saudi 

Arabia, Republic of 

Korea, South Vietnam, 

Thailand, USAF, US 

Coast Guard, US 

Federa l  Av ia t i on 

Administration, and 

Venezuela. Not to 

mention the civil C-123 

used in several recent 

movies. Who can forget 

Nicholas Cage in ñCon-

Airò? Who would like 

to? Show of hands, 

please. 

 

The Model 
The kit is pretty much an example of a 21st century 

plastic model. Recessed panel lines, interior, several choices 

for the aircraft. Markings are for a USAF or South 

Vietnamese C-123 B or K. The spray bars for the ñRanch 

Handò aircraft are included. 

One problem I encountered early on was that the 

connection between the parts and the sprues was heavier 

than I really liked. This could be because of a limitation in 

the molding equipment, and Iôd rather have a little extra 

work than no 1/144 C-123. On the other hand, it would have 

been nice if these connections had been somewhere other 

than the leading and trailing edges of the wings. Not a show 

stopper, just an inconvenience.  

 

Construction 
When I opened this kit, there were a few small parts 

bouncing around in the bottom of the box. Not an unusual 

occurrence for a kit which has survived a trans-Atlantic 
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shipment. But as I checked for broken parts I found that one 

of the clear parts was missing; one of the smaller forward 

windows. Since MMD/Squadron is the distributor for these 

kits, I called Squadron Mail Orderôs toll free number. Missy 

answered, and I told her my problem. She confirmed that I 

had recently bought this kit from Squadron, and asked me 

what part was missing. She was perfectly willing to go that 

extra mile to make sure I had a complete kit. Since the 

windows on a 1/144 C-123 are quite small, I told her thanks, 

but if I couldnôt put in a replacement window of my own, I 

should turn in my modeling knife.   

The object of this call was to check Squadronôs customer 

service. Thanks Missy, itôs fine. 

The fit of most parts was OK. The fuselage halves lined 

up OK, the wing halves matched and werenôt warped. But 

there were some ñfit issuesò. The first steps are to assemble 

the cockpit, the bulkhead behind the cockpit, the steps down 

to the cargo floor and the nose gear well as an assembly 

which is then put inside the fuselage halves. The assembly is 

just too big to fit in there. 

Of course I was able to fix this, and with the fuselage 

assembled, I proceeded with the rest of the build. The wings 

fit pretty well, but I had some assembly problems with the 

nacelles and the wing. Mostly my problem, though. On the 

other hand, I had to cut down the engines by about 25% in 

diameter to get them to fit inside the cowlings. And I had to 

open up the holes in the front of the engines about 25% to 

get the props to mount. The only other place where I had a 

problem with dimensions was the underwing tanks. There 

are 2 pins on the tank pylons and 2 holes in the top of the 

tank. Theyôre donôt have the same distance between center 

on the pins and holes. Itôs trivial to cut off one of the pins, 

but someone isnôt doing the Quality Checks. Thereôs also 

some putty and file work to get the nose cone to fit right.  

Perhaps this goes back to the fuselage fit problem, though. 

So let me stop here and take a look at the good parts.  

Other than some fit issues, which are fixable by a modeler 

of moderate skill (me), the kit has the look and feel of a C-

123. There is plenty of room under and in front of the 

cockpit to add weight to get the model to sit on itsô nose 

wheel. 

The props and wheels are not some misshapen blobs, as 

you see all too often on 1/144 kits. The interior and control 

panel are there, and thereôs a center console, as well as the 

overhead console, which has to be glued to the inside of the 

canopy. Thereôs some detail inside the nose and main gear 

wells, and if you want, the rear ramp can be built either open 

or closed. The exhausts are tiny little parts on both sides of 

the nacelles, but they werenôt ignored. The underwing tanks 

and the jet engines both fit pretty well. The tanks wind up 

round, not figure 8 shaped or egg shaped when viewed from 


