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I donôt know anything they donôt know. I donôt do anything theyôd 

find useful. I canôt sit up there in front of all them and talk. I donôt even 

build the same kind of models most of them do, so they wouldnôt be 

interested. 

Ever find yourself saying one or more of those things to yourself 

when the subject of demonstrations and techniques comes up? Iôd be 

willing to bet theyôre not really true, if you dig down into it. Letôs start at 

the beginning ï óI donôt know anything they donôt know.ô There may be 

some people in the group who know the same technique youôre thinking 

about but there are more than likely more people who donôt know about 

it or would like to see how you apply it. After all, everybody does things 

with their own unique twists. Iôm sure youôve heard someone in the 

crowd around one of the demonstrations say, ñyeah, I do that, but I do it 

this way.ò That only adds to the information pool. The second one, óI 

donôt do anything theyôd find useful.ô Youôd be surprised at some of the 

techniques that people donôt know would be useful until they learn 

them, then spend the rest of their modeling lives wondering how they 

got along before they learned it. How about óI canôt sit up there in front 

of all them and talk.ô  Guess whatéIôm one of the worst sufferers of 

stage fright youôll ever know. If I can do it, virtually anyone can. After 

the first few seconds, it goes away. Besides, we all know each other and 

that makes it easier, too. Nobody will make fun of you or laugh at you 

(well, we might laugh at Ed, buté). And, should someone be crass 

enough to do so, a simple óB®same aquiô and a pointed finger should do 

it. As for the last one, óI donôt even build the same kind of models most 

of them do, so they wouldnôt be interested,ô well, anybody who thinks 

they know everything probably doesnôt need to attend the club meetings 

anyway. Everyone should understand they can learn and adapt 

techniques from one genre to another. What about the guy who decides 

he wants to do a late-40s US Navy aircraft and realizes he knows zip 

about how to do a gloss finish. Hey, Iôll bet a car modeler could give 

him some really useful tips. Or the sci-fi guy who knows spaceships 

donôt óweatherô but looks at the latest masterpiece and realizes itôs a bit 

monotone. Hmm, wonder what a wash would look like in those panel 

lineséwhereôs the nearest armor guy? Take the average armor guy, 

while weôre at it. He builds some beautiful heavy metal, but he decides 

he wants to show the human element a bit, paints up a couple of crew 

figures and puts them on top. Wait, those faces just donôt look as 

realistic as the armor does. Could it be the monochrome skin tone, or the 

eyes that say he was just poked where that finger above was pointed? Iôll 

bet a figure painter could show him some things that would put him on 

the right track pretty quickly. Will any of these twenty to thirty minute 

technique demonstrations make you an overnight supermodeler? Nope. 

But theyôll be steps in the direction that leads you to becoming a better 

modeler. 

Looked at from the other direction, maybe you do a great job of 

painting the interior of your model but just canôt seem to get it to go 

together without seams and steps. Or you can get it together beautifully, 

do a great paint job and the decals always wind up looking like, well, as 

those who donôt know our hobby call them, stickers. If you 

have one of those kinds of issues, speak up or come let me or 

one of the other officers know and weôll see about developing 

a demonstration for exactly that problem. We can all improve, 

we can all learn. 

Bill Sanborn and a bunch of volunteers met at the Conely  

Elementary School this week and held another successful 

Make-n-Take for some of the students there. According to the 

report I got from Bill, they had about seven volunteers and 

helped nearly forty kids build models for the afternoon. 

Another great effort that is always worth the time. A huge 

thanks to everyone who participated. 

This monthôs contest is óThree Foot Models,ô or models 

that should be judged from no closer than three feet. I got a 

bunch of them.  Bring yours out and let us see them. 

Our presentation this month will be Jim Pearsall and his 

guest, Price Downey, talking about Mr. Downeyôs 

experiences as a B-24 pilot in World War II. Itôs a wonderful 

opportunity to listen to another member of our greatest 

generation. 

Next month (May), weôre going to have our first óBuild 

Night.ô  Weôll have the absolute minimum business meeting 

necessary (hopefully none), then weôll all sit around and build 

models. It is a great opportunity to watch some of those 

techniques in action and allow us to ask directly how 

something is done while itôs being done.  Bring some tools, 

bring a model, sit and work on it with all of us.  Please 

understand, because of the restrictions of the space, no 

airbrushing or rattle-can painting will be allowed. Other than 

that, bring it on.   

  

See you Tuesday. 

Steve Collins 

Presidentõs Message 
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March 2011 Meeting  
There were plenty of terrific entries in the monthly contest in 

March. The theme was ñHollywoodò, and the winner in the 

Advanced class was Jim Fry with his ñFull Metal Jacketò 

diorama. The Novice class winner was James Hinderliter with 

a Bandai Freedom Gundam. Nice job, gentlemen!  

If you bring in a model to display at the meeting, please donôt 

forget to take it back to Jim Hough so he can take a picture of it 

to post on the website and put in the newsletter. We have a lot 

of talented modelers in the club, and it would be great to have 

samples of their work on our website.  

To see more pictures from the meeting, visit the Gallery on 

our website at www.ipms-phoenix.org. 

James Hinderliterôs Freedom Gundam. 

Jim Stuteôs 1/144 Revell F/A-18D Hornet is a gem.  

Mike Hinderliterôs very nice 1/72 Tamiya P-47D. 

Sean Marshall did this Citadel miniature of  
Konrad von Carstein.  

Bruce Briggs doesnôt finish a model often, but when 
he does it is always a beauty. This is his 1/72 Hase-
gawa P2V-7 Neptune converted into a firebomber.  
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Dan Wong brought in this nicely done 1/20 Tamiya  
Lotus 99T Honda.  

Jim Pearsall built this 1/100 Platz T -4 Blue Impulse.  

Jay Steward brought in this gigantic  
scratchbuilt RC plane.  

Brian Baker used the old Hawk 1/72 AT -6 to create this 
movie version of an Fw -190. 

More March pictures...  

Robert Scottôs nice little vignette featuring the 1/35 
Dragon Pak 40 and crew.  

Don Stewart used Fruilmodel tracks on his 1/35 
Dragon Panzer III.  
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More March pictures...  

Bob Laiserin did an awesome job on this  
1/72 Matchbox F -86. 

Dale Mickley built this 1/25 Revell  
Nash Bridges Hemicuda.  

2011 Monthly Contests  

January  - Something Blue. 

February  - Tiny. Any scale, but things like light planes, mini cars, tankettes, PT boats. 

March  - Hollywood. TV or movie-related subjects. 

April  - Three Foot Models. Judged from 3 feet. 

May  - Prototypes and Famous Firsts. 

June  - Lost In Battle. Custer, USS Arizona, B-25 from the Doolittle Raid, etc. 

July  - U.S. Navy World War II. 

August  - Wet & Wild. Boats, floatplanes, amphibious tanks, fire trucks. 

September  - Big. Multi-engine aircraft, heavy tanks, over-the-road trucks, super dreadnaughts. 

October  - Strangers In A Strange Land. Markings or finish not normally associated with the type. 

November  - Out Of The Box. Donôt forget your instructions! 

December  - Golden Age of Monogram. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

APRIL 2011  

¶ Tuesday 5th, 7pm - Craig Hewitt Chapter meeting at American Legion Post #1. Contest: Three Foot Models.  

¶ Saturday 16th, 9am - 6pm - Desert Scale Classic model car contest hosted by the Cactus Car Modelers. See the 
ad on page 6 for more information. 

MAY 2011  

¶ Tuesday 3rd, 7pm - Craig Hewitt Chapter meeting at American Legion Post #1. Contest: Prototypes and 

Famous Firsts.  

¶ Saturday 7th, - IPMS Las Vegas Model Show and Contest at the Pass Casino and Hotel, 2800 S. Boulder 
Highway, Henderson NV. Check ipmslv.org for more information. 

¶ Friday 20th - Saturday 21st - IPMS Region X Convention Chile Con 2 hosted by Albuquerque Scale Modelers at 
the MCM Elegante Hotel in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Visit http://www.abqscalemodelers.com/Region_10_%
20Chile-Con-2_Home-Page.htm for more information. 
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www.airline -hobby.com  

Your One Stop Source for 

Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals,  

Diecasts and Accessories 

Space modeling reference books by Mike Mackowski.  

www.spaceinminiature.com  

Avalon Books and Hobbies  

1510 N. Scottsdale Rd. 

Tempe, AZ 85281 

(480) 994 -2263  

RIGHT STUFF,  

RIGHT PRICE  

www.thehobbydepot.com  

 

216 W. Southern Ave.  
Tempe, AZ 85282  

(480) 968-1880 

SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  HOBBY  SHOP!  

Copper State Models  

ñThe Cutting Edge In Military Detailsò 

Eric R. Hight 
3245 E. Hillery Dr. 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 (602) 867 -8822  

1817 E. Baseline Rd. 

Gilbert, AZ 85233 

(480) 892-0405 

Donôt forget to sign up for your HobbyTown Card! 

HOBBY BENCH 
2 Great Locations! 

8058 N. 19th Ave.  
NW corner of 19th Ave. & Northern  

602-995-1755  

4240 W. Bell Rd.  
NE corner of 43rd Ave. & Bell  

602-547-1828  

Chapter Officers  

President ..................... Steve Collins................ president@ipms-phoenix.org ....................... (623) 877-4631 

Vice President ............ Jim Pearsall .................. vice_president@ipms-phoenix.org .............. (623) 583-2308 

Secretary ..................... Chuck Ludwig ............. secretary@ipms-phoenix.org ....................... (480) 982-0485 

Treasurer .................... Keith Pieper ................. treasurer@ipms-phoenx.org ......................... (480) 994-2263 

Chapter Contact ......... Dick Christ ................... chapter_contact@ipms-phoenix.org............ (480) 983-7131 

Member At Large ...... Sam Bueler .................. member-at-large@ipms-phoenix.org .......... (480) 612-1257 

Webmaster ................. Don Crowe .................. webmaster@ipms-phoenix.org .................... (623) 872-6151 

Newsletter Editor ....... Keenan Chittester ........ newsletter@ipms-phoenix.org ..................... (480) 706-8178 

 

The club meets at 7pm on the 
first Tuesday of each month at 
the American Legion Post #1 in 
Phoenix. Check the club website 
at www.ipms-phoenix.org for 
more meeting info. 

American Legion Post #1 
364 N. 7th Ave. 

Phoenix, AZ 85003 

The post is located South of I-10 
just a few blocks North of Van 
Buren. Look for the huge Ameri-
can flag. 

CLINE 

HOBBIES  

1964 N. Alma School Rd., #3 - Chandler, AZ 
(SW corner of Alma School & Warner) 

480-726-0392 
www.clinehobbies.com  
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The View from Space City 

Commentary on the Hobby 
by Mike Mackowski 

 

R.I.P. Zip -a-Tone  

I was cleaning up some old 

stuff in my hobby room (yeah, I 

know, an old story) and decided to 

sift through a stack of old modeling 

magazines. Iôve collected a lot of 

these over the years. Before the Inter-

net, the only place to get kit reviews and 

information about new products was in 

magazines like Scale Aircraft Modeling and 

Scale Modeler, among many. These magazines were 

frankly not all that great. The quality of the photos 

was not very good and the modeling info was rather 

weak. Remember that FineScale Modeler didnôt start 

until 1982, so before that it was not easy to find qual-

ity information on the hobby. 

Enthusiastic model builders recognized this and 

tried to fill that void themselves, or thru their clubs, 

usually IPMS chapters. Thus began publications like 

our predecessor groupôs Dirty Plastic, Replica Wrap 

Up from IPMS Space Park, Pri-Fly from the Wash-

ington DC chapter, Crazed Plastic from Gateway ï 

St. Louis, The Flying Tiger from Fred Horky and his 

club in Warner-Robins, Georgia, and many more. 

The chapter rags were a way to quickly spread 

news of new kit releases and reviews untainted by 

commercial publishing requirements. It was an outlet 

for creative modelers to document paint patterns and 

research they had done for their own projects. The 

major publications like Scale Modeler had such a 

long lead time that it could be six months before a 

new kit would have a review published. Their how-to 

articles were generally not as esoteric (or interesting) 

as the chapter pubs. A lot of interesting humor would 

find their way into the locally produced magazines 

that even the IPMS Update or Quarterly wouldnôt 

touch. 

The down side was the work and cost involved. A 

club might find it fun for a while to put out these pub-

lications. A quality rag would do a lot to enhance a 

chapter reputation by showing off the skills and mod-

els of their members. But after a while, fewer people 

would contribute and the editor 

would be stuck doing most of the 

work himself. Printing and postage 

was cheaper than today, but still a 

cost that had to be covered, usually via 

subscriptions.  Chapters would ex-

change their publications with other 

clubs, but over time, the publishing interval 

would increase or become irregular. Most of 

these home-brewed magazines were quarterlies, so 

the info wasnôt always even that timely. Eventually 

the editor would burn out and that would be the end 

of the line for that title. 

Then along came FineScale Modeler, showing 

how a serious commercial modeling magazine ought 

to be produced, with quality content and printing. 

New publications from overseas became available 

and there was less of a need for clubs and individuals 

to publish material themselves. Heck, they could 

write an article and sell it to folks like FSM. 

Next came the Internet and pretty soon it was obvi-

ous that websites were cheaper and quicker to get out 

the same information that had been in the chapter 

rags. The kit reviews, news, and how-to articles could 

all be done on line. The cost was much lower and you 

could include all the color photos youôd care to post 

and even revise content as needed. One by one, the 

chapter pubs died, sometimes replaced by websites 

with similar content. Are there any paper publications 

left that are produced by clubs? If there are, Iôm not 

aware of any. 

While I enjoy taking advantage of all the latest 

technology, websites donôt provide the same satisfac-

tion as a stapled and photocopied work of art made by 

hand with a typewriter, a drafting pen, some Zip-a-

Tone halftone patterns and dry transfer letters (does 

anyone remember Zip-a-Tone?). Technology may 

have made some aspects of our hobby more conven-

ient and faster, but I think weôve lost something along 

the way, as well. 
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History 
This project actually 

started when I was trying to 

dig up some information on 

Stearman 75 agricultural 

airplanes on the Canadian 

Civil Register. My 1962 

edition wasnôt too extensive, 

and going through it to pick 

out the 23 Stearmans  on the 

register at that time, plus 

three I had photographed 

that werenôt listed, I came 

across three Westland Ly-

sanders. Now that sparked 

my interest. Being an avid 

agricultural airplane fan, and 

having built several agplane conversions, I couldnôt resist in-

vestigating the subject further, and the story, I found, was rather 

interesting. 

During the war, the Royal Canadian Air Force took deliv-

ery of 75 Mk. IIôs and 150 Mk. IIIôs built at the National Steel 

Car Corporation, Ltd., in Hamilton, Ontario. Most were used in 

Canada as communications aircraft and target tugs. After the 

war, they were declared surplus, and transferred to a number of 

War Assets facilities for disposal.  Most were, unfortunately, 

scrapped, but four were purchased from the Swift Current, Al-

berta, station,  for $50 to $250 each, very much like similar 

American surplus aircraft transactions in the immediate post-

war period. The new owner,  E.S. ñTedò Holmes, formed a 

company to use Lysanders for agricultural spraying, and modi-

fied them by using the 95 gallon fuel tanks for chemicals, and 

adding a 44 to 46 gallon tank behind the pilot for fuel. The pro-

totype, CF-DGI-X, made its first flight on May 1, 1946, and CF

-DRL, CF-FOA, and CF-GFJ followed and soon were ap-

proved for flight by the Department of Transport, the Canadian 

equivalent of our FAA. The aircraft began spraying operations 

in southern Alberta in 1946, 

and were used by Holmesô 

company until 1947. Since 

they were larger that the 

Stearmans and Cubs normally 

used for this kind of work, the 

Lysanders sprayed a 120 foot 

swath, as opposed to sixty 

feet for a normal Stearman. 

However, powered by an 870 

hp. Bristol Mercury radial 

engine, they were quite ex-

pensive to operate, especially 

considering the size of the 

airplane and the load they 

could carry. Stearman ag-

planes from the same period 

had engines no larger than 450 hp., and they carried a similar 

payload. At the end of the year, Holmes sold the company to 

Westland Spraying Services, at High River, Alberta, who oper-

ated the Lysanders until 1950, when they ceased operations 

because they were not profitable. The firm had a rather sophis-

ticated setup, with trucks, crews of pilots, maintenance people, 

markers, etc., and even house trailers for the men. One initial 

problem was that the DOT had stipulated that the pilots wear 

parachutes, but when the firmôs management brought it to the 

attention of the bureaucrats that the airplanes rarely flew higher 

than 10 feet above the surface, and parachutes served no useful 

purpose, the requirement was waived. After the firm ceased 

operations, the airplanes remained on the Civil Register, and in 

1962, DGI, FOA, and GFJ were still listed as belonging to 

Westland Spraying, Ltd. 

Research 
Through an agricultural aviation website hosted by noted 

Matchbox 1/72 Westland Lysander IIIA Sprayer Conversion  

by Brian Baker 
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aviation historian and author Bill Larkins,  I contacted several 

people to see if I could get some information on these planes. I 

unearthed contemporary   photos  of dubious quality, but I had 

enough to get started. Since they were black and white pictures, 

I supposed that the planes would have been silver or light grey, 

but after some help by a Canadian contact, I came to the con-

clusion that the planes were most likely bright yellow, so yel-

low it was. The photos gave me an idea of the general layout of 

the airplanes, their color schemes, and the position of the spray 

bars. It was a simple conversion, and the planes were basically 

marked with black registrations in the standard position, along 

with black cowling and cowl flaps, landing gear covers, and 

wing struts.  The spray booms and struts were probably left 

unpainted, so these became silver. I could not detect in the pho-

tos any wind-driven pump for the spray equipment, such as 

most sprayers have, so I assumed  that this equipment was en-

gine driven. I merely took a 1/72 scale three view and drew in 

the spray equipment to scale.  After I finished the kit, I received 

a photo of CF-DGI-X, which confirmed the color and general 

arrangement. 

The Conversion 
I had a couple of Matchbox Lysanders in my stash, do I 

decided on this for the model. Assembly was standard, except 

that I added a fuel tank in the rear cockpit taken from a Wil-

liams Brothers Boeing 247, which included tanks for the long 

range version. Other than that, and adding some details to the 

cockpit, the kit is pretty much out of the box. I painted the 

model disassembled, masking off the canopy. The rear part of 

the canopy was painted over, so only the pilotôs windows and 

windshield were masked. I then attached the landing gear and 

engine. After the decals were applied,  the wings and struts 

were installed. The strut attachment points need a little trim-

ming or the dihedral angle will be too high, but this is an easy 

kit to build, so I had no serious trouble. 

The spray bars were the most delicate part of the process. 

Before installation, I drilled out some holes where the bars at-

tach to the wheel pants, remembering to also provide for the 

center bar, which goes underneath the belly of the plane. I then 

began constructing the spray bars themselves,  adding eight 

spray nozzles on each side, and four in the center bar. I marked 

off the position of the nozzles, and just superglued very small 

pieces of plastic rod to one side, and trimmed them off to the 

correct length when they were dry. The main spray bars were 

then attached to the landing gear assemblies, and they stuck 

into the units enough to form a pretty solid bond. After they 

were set up, I measured off the length of the two V struts on 

each side, and superglued them to the underside of the wing. It 

was a trial and error process, but not a difficult one. It probably 

took an hour to mount all three bars, and the airplane was com-

pleted, except for minor trimming. 

I think that the effect of this model is all out or proportion 

to the amount of effort involved. The airplane is extremely col-

orful, and depicts an airplane that is rarely seen and that very 

few people know anything about. I had heard of Lysanders 

used in agriculture, but until recently, I had never seen a photo 

of one. 

Agplanes have always interested me, and I regret the fact 

that I never got to fly one, but Iôve done a few models of them, 

and plan to do some more. Now Iôm looking at photos of an 

Australian DeHavilland Tiger Moth sprayer used in the forties 

and fifties, registered VH-DDT. I canôt pass that one up. This 

can get addicting. 
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Polar Lights 3 Stooges ð Moe, Curly and Larry (3 kits)  

Item Nos. POL839, POL840, POL841   ¸ MSRP 18.99 each  

by Jim Pearsall 
 

The Stooges 
The 3 Stooges started out in Vaudeville in the 1930s as 

Ted Healy and his Stooges, but moved into movies, first at 

MGM, then to Columbia. Their short films, were wildly 

popular, and although shorts by others were not popular, the 

Stooges kept the Columbia short film department open long 

after other studios had given up on them. 

There were actually 5 Stooges in the movies. When the 

act started, Moe (Moe Howard), Shemp (Moeôs brother Sam 

Howard) and Larry (Larry Fine) were the original 3 

Stooges. Shemp left the act due to Ted Healyôs actions.  

Shemp was replaced by another Howard brother, Curly 

(Curly Howard). In 1946 Curly suffered a stroke, and ap-

peared as a cameo in only one movie after that. Shemp re-

turned to the act in 1947, and remained a Stooge until he 

died of a heart attrack in 1955. Nevertheless, he appeared in 

4 more films, using archive footage made before his death.  

What a trooper! In 1956 the fifth Stooge, Joe Besser joined 

the group. Besserôs character was not Stooge-like, and the 

newer films made in 1956-1957 were not as popular. 

The 3 Stooges were fired by Columbia in December of 

1957. Nevertheless, there were enough films ñin the canò 

that the last 3 Stooges film was released in 1959. The 

Stooges were out on the street, and Columbia/Screen Gems 

sold the rights to the shorts to TV. Because of the huge 

number of shorts made between 1932 and 1959, the Stooges 

appeared on TV every day, often several times a day. 

Moe and Larry became hugely popular as live perform-

ers, touring the country and making personal appearances.  

Because Joe Besser couldnôt travel, Moe hired the sixth 

Stooge, Curly Joe (Joe DeRita), who looked and acted a lot 

like Curly. From 1959 to 1965 the 3 Stooges made several 

full -length feature films, including ñThe 3 Stooges Meet 

Herculesò and ñThe Three Stooges Go Around the World in 

a Dazeò. There was also a 3 

Stooges animated show, us-

ing the voices of Moe, Larry 

and Curly Joe.   

 

The Kits 

These are 3 distinct kits, 

each selling for a MSRP of 

$18.99. If for some reason 

you hate Larry, you can buy 

the other 2 kits and make do. 

The 3 Stooges offered are 

from the heyday of the short 

films, 1932 to 1946. 

The instructions are very good, with a very helpful step 

by step assembly sequence which relates to the exploded 

drawing. I painted the subassemblies as I worked, using 

some putty and scraping a few seams. I did quite a bit of 

brush painting on these models, so they took a little longer 

than the standard military equipment/aircraft I normally 

build. There was no flash on the parts, and the places where 

the trees connect to the part needed only a little attention 

with a knife. 

I painted the 

ñsafariò clothing, 

arms, legs, hands and 

faces with an air-

brush, then as I 

moved on, I did the 

detail work with a 

standard brush. Moe 

and Larryôs white shirts, 

the ties on all 3 Stooges, 

and the socks were all 

brush work.  Note that I 

departed from the paint-

ing instructions on Moeôs 

socks. First of all, I used 

a different color. Sec-

ond, look at the painting 

instruction, then look at 

t h e  b o x  a r t .  

Ooooohkaaaay! 

If thatôs the worst 

thing you can say about 

the fit, finish, molding, 

detail or instructions, 

youôre in clover. 

I did the painting of 

the torches and Larryôs 

ñfire potò a little dif-

ferently. I painted the 

fire red and yellow on 

the inside of the clear 

parts, then assembled 


