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Meeting Times: 
 

The club meets at 7:00pm on the last Monday of each month at the Central United Methodist Church in Phoenix.  Check the club calendar on the 
website for any changes.  (http://www.ipms-phx.org)  
 

Central United Methodist Church 

1875 N. Central                          The church is located a couple of blocks north of McDowell Road on the east side of Central. 
Phoenix, AZ  85004  
 
President & Web Site Editor: Larry Grapentine grapent1@cox.net (623) 875-6967 
Vice President: Jim Pearsall n9joy@hotmail.com (623) 583-2308 
Secretary: Bruce Briggs bbriggs@getnet.net (480) 961-3033 
Treasurer: Ed Kucharski edkucharski@hotmail.com (480) 967-7101 
Chapter Contact: Dick Christ dickc24@aol.com (480) 983-7131 
Corsair Editor: Kevin Henthorn kevin.d.henthorn@boeing.com (480) 830-3070 
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We had a good crowd of almost 50 for the November meeting.  This 
was the last regular club meeting for 2004.  Rick Marshall has agreed 
to chair the 2005 Local Contest, and the membership ratified his 
appointment unanimously.  The projected date is Saturday October 1, 
2005, and the venue will be the United Methodist Church where our 
regular club meetings are held.  The church will rent their largest hall 
for $800, including tables. 

Mike Pabis gave a demonstration on using salt for weathering and 
camouflage painting, and on “digital camouflage.” 

 
Mike Pabis conducting his seminar. 

The Chapter charter has been renewed, and at Dick Christ’s 
suggestion, the Chapter voted to donate $50 to National to acquire kits 
for Make ‘n Take activities. 

The National Convention Committee repaid the club the entire $1250 
given as seed  money.  The current bank balance for the club is $4100. 

 
Some of the club members at the November meeting. 

Here are some pictures of the models brought to the club meeting: 

 
1/72nd scale Revell Germany/Monogram F-111 Diorama by Chr is Nadeau. 
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Chuck Ludwig’s 1/72 nd scale Hasegawa F-15 prototype. 

 
1/72nd scale Execuform/Italeri B-18A by Gary Thomas. 

 
Craig Nelson’s 1/48 th scale Tamiya Mosquito FB Mk VI. 

 
1/72nd scale Revell Sopwith Pup by Brian Baker. 

 
Ralph Herrington’s 1/32 nd scale Academy Nieuport 17. 

 
1/72nd scale Frog Focke Wulf Fw190V20 by Brian Baker. 
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Hawk Mister Mulligan 1/48 scale kit.  Will pay up to $20.00 for a 
complete, un-built kit.  Contact Erik Lind at 480-615-2188 or email at 
erik@erik-lind.com if you have one you are willing to part with. 
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February  
·  Mon-28th 7:00 PM – Monthly Club Meeting at Central United 

Methodist Church – Contest: Valentines Day, any model with lots 
of red paint. 

 

March  
·  Fri-Sun 11th-13th – 1/24 & 1/25 scale Model Slot Car Race & Show 

at Cruzin’ Hobbies – for info: 
http://www.gofastest.com/Cruzin500.htm 

·  Mon-28th 7:00 PM – Monthly Club Meeting at Central United 
Methodist. 

 

February  
·  Mon-25th 7:00 PM – Monthly Club Meeting at Central United 

Methodist Church. 
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Italeri 1/72 ACH-47A Review 
By Mike Pabis 

Part 2 – Final Construction and Finishing 

In part one, I had taken you through the construction phase of the 1/72 
Italeri ACH-47 Chinook gunship.  Most of part one focused on the 
interior construction and sub assemblies.  Part two focuses on the 
assembly, exterior construction and finishing. 

 

Interior Completion 

All pieces of the interior were glued on including the PE ammo racks.  
The interior of the aircraft was assembled and painted with a Testors 
Aluminum Metalizer base coat. The reason for this was I wanted to use 
some salt weathering to show some wear on the floor of the aircraft.  
After spraying on the metal coat, I then brushed water onto the pieces 
and sprinkled salt.  When it was dry, then entire interior was painted 
Testors Dark Gull Gray.  After drying, the salt was brushed off to show 
the metal underneath. 

The cockpit only received the Dark Gull Gray without the weathering of 
the rear cabin.  I masked off the portions of the cockpit that were 
painted Testors Aircraft Interior Black.  The delicate control pieces and 
seats were left off until later.  The PE ammo cans were painted faded 
olive drab, washed, and highlighted with dry brushing and a silver 
pencil.  All the ammo cans were glued onto the ammo racks as the 
directions suggested.  I left off the guns, gun braces and shell casing 
bags until after completion in order to prevent breaking them.  My goal 
for this was to be able to mask off the interior for external painting 
without being bothered by these pieces, but more on that later. 

 

The rear ramp was treated as a separate piece.  I followed similar 
procedures as the main cabin with the weathering. 

While viewing photos of many CH-47 variants, I noticed a red mesh 
webbing behind all the cabin windows.  I replicated this by using 
window screen painted red and cut into small pieces.  These were then 
glued to styrene rods behind the windows. 

 

The last steps to completing the interior involved a sludge wash and 
dry brushing the raised pieces.  Finishing the interior was the last step I 
needed to complete in order to complete the interior and attach it to the 
fuselage. 

 

What I was now left with were two separate pieces, the separate cabin 
piece and the fuselage pieces.  As mentioned before, I built the two 
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sections separately because I needed to fill the gaps in the interior 
section of the fuselage.  Before doing all the prior steps were 
completed, I made sure to repeatedly test fit all the pieces to make 
sure I wasn’t wasting my time.  Successfully tested, it was now time to 
do the real thing.  Carefully, I slid in the cabin piece into the fuselage.  I 
had to slightly pry the fuselage apart in order to get everything aligned.  
I had two problems with the fitting of the cockpit.  First, it took a little bit 
of effort in order to get the cabin bulkhead to align properly in the 
fuselage.  Second, the right front portion of the cockpit would not sit 
properly causing one side to sink below the guide on the inside of the 
fuselage.  I had to force it in there and start gluing it in place to get it to 
stay.  The remaining delicate cockpit controls were then added after 
painting and detailing.  After gluing the rest of the interior in place it 
was time to work on the exterior. 

 

Exterior 

The exterior went together fairly smoothly.  I had to use some putty 
when attaching the bottom of the fuselage but it wasn’t too bad.  
Getting the 40mm grenade launcher to fit properly took a little bit of 
time.  The launcher was not molded properly for the cockpit and glass.  
When attached, there were some gaps left in the worst spot, in the 
very front behind the ammo feed.  Rather than frustrating myself with 
trying to putty sand smooth, I used some white glue and placed small 
drops to fill the gap.   

The only other big problem that I had with the exterior was attaching 
the antennas.  There are about a dozen antennas on the port side that 
were very difficult to remove from the sprue without breaking them.  I 
broke three.  Once they were off the sprue and attached, I broke three 
more.  Needless to say, they are very fragile. 

 

Next, I glued the canopy and windows in place.  This kit features the 
best fitting canopy on any Italeri kit that I have ever dealt with.  If they 
could all be so easy.  Only the slightest gaps were present.  While the 
canopy fit fine, there was a mistake in the molding on Italeri’s part; they 
forgot to create a small lip on the front of the forward engine.  I had to 

fashion one using small pieces of scrap and filled the gaps with white 
glue.  It was a very tough spot to work in and sand smooth. 

Painting and Finishing 

Now that nearly all of the construction was complete, it was time to 
start on painting.  I used Bare Metal foil for the first time to mask the 
canopy and windows and was very happy with it.  Tape and Kleenex 
were stuffed into the open window areas to prevent overspray from 
getting into the interior.  Since the ramp would be down, I had to 
carefully mask the inside portions in order to keep them Dark Gull Gray 
while still painting the exterior. 

 

I began painting by giving the rocket pods a metal base coat as the 
front of each is metal.  Once this was dry, I masked off the area I 
painted and painted them olive drab thinned with a little white in order 
to fade the paint.  The same mixture was used on the rest of the 
aircraft.  Once the entire aircraft received multiple coats I let it dry for a 
day and then gave it a healthy coat of future.  With the future dry, I 
used a sludge wash to get in all the recesses, nooks and crannies.  I 
then drybrushed the aircraft to bring out the highlights. 

The rocket pods were finished by gluing the PE rear piece instead of 
the kit piece.  The rockets were painted yellow to match photos I found.  
After completion, the rocket pods and 20mm cannons were attached to 
the wings. 

I added the all remaining parts apart from the .50 cals.  This proved to 
be fun.  As mentioned earlier, I left these off until the end in order to 
prevent breaking them.  I had such a problem with installing all the 
pieces.  Getting the gun braces to fit inside the window was a huge 
pain.  I attached the shell casing bag to the brace in order to take care 
of two things at once.  It took over an hour and a lot of four letter words 
to get the four pieces in securely.  I then had to add the PE ammo 
belts.  This would’ve been no problem except Eduard did not make the 
belts long enough.  I had to use some extra PE to create the remining 
portions in order to attach the belts to the guns and ammo cans.  My 
suggestion would be to move the ammo racks and cans in closer to the 
guns and not follow the Eduard instructions as closely.  Lastly, the rear 
gun was installed, but I had to twist the rear ammo belt for the ammo to 
be facing the right way.  The PE piece has the ammo belt shaped 
incorrectly with the bullet facing inward rather than outward.   

The rotors went together without any problems.  I painted the blades 
aircraft interior black. Rather than going overboard by airbrushing silver 
to show wear on the blades, I rubbed some metal colored pencil along 
the edges of the blades to give them a slightly worn look. 

 

With all the pieces in place, I finished off the kit by putting on the 
decals.  All went on without a problem.  Finally, a flat coat with a bit of 
Testors armor sand was sprayed on give the helicopter a dusty look. 

I am pretty happy with the way it turned out.  This is by far the best 
Italeri kit I have built.  Too bad they are all not like this. 
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Pros 
�  No other model of this subject 
�  Canopy went together really well 
�  Few exterior fit problems 
�  Little time needed to build other than working on the interior 

Cons 
�  Lack of interior detail and huge gap along the top of the 

inside of the fuselage that must be filled 
�  Some PE pieces are not sized correctly 
�  Fragile antennas 
�  Missing piece from front of forward engine 

 

 

 

Twobobs Aviation Graphics - AH-64D OIF Apaches 
Stock Number 48-085 - MSRP $9.50 USD 
By Dick Christ #18127 
Purchased from Twobobs Aviation Graphics Website, 
www.twobobs.net 

For one of the rare aftermarket helicopter decal sheets, Bob Sanchez 
has selected one of my favorite subjects, the AH-64D Apache.  This is 
the first after market decal for the AH-64 that I have seen.  I will admit 
to some emotional attachment to this subject as I have worked on this 
helicopter since 1974. 

The markings are for three different aircraft serving in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  Two are shark mouth aircraft from the 1st Cavalry, 1st 
Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment.  The third has a US flag 
superimposed over an eagle on the vertical stabilizer from the 1st 
Cavalry, 1st Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment, A Company. 

The general markings include the national markings, warning markings 
and maintenance markings.  The wing walk panels and the missile 
debris pads on the bottom of the stabilator are on this sheet. Markings 
for the Hellfire missiles are also included.  This sheet includes the 
individual markings for the three aircraft and general markings for two 
aircraft. 

The registration on the two color decals is excellent.  The colors for the 
eagle/flag marking and the fuel filler markings are separate decals, so 
the builder takes care of the registration.  Thumbnail photos are 
provided in addition to the instructions to help the builder locate the 
markings. 

The only decal error is on the underside of the fuselage.  The decal 
sheet has a square and two circles that are to be applied to the fairing 
on the bottom of the fuselage.  The decal color is formation light green.  
The locations for these markings are the radar altimeter antennas 
(circles) and the Doppler antenna (square).  On the Apache, these 
antennas are semi-gloss black.  The decal instructions call for painting 
the front of the fire control radome gray.  The D-model Apaches leave 
the factory overall dark green.  

This sheet is highly recommended.  I hope Bob Sanchez does more 
sheets with rotary wing subjects. 
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Salt Weathering and Digital Camouflage 
By Mike Pabis 

Items needed: 

1. Paint brush 
2. About a tablespoon of ordinary table salt 
3. Water 
4. Airbrush and paint 
5. Toothpick 

Time Involved:   minimum two days (mostly drying time) 

Steps to weather models with salt: 

1. Complete your model to the point where you have primed the 
pieces you want to weather. 

2. Determine what you want your bottom coat to be.  This should be 
the color that you want to show through the topcoat when everything is 
complete.  Example, if you are planning on showing chipped paint on 
an aircraft, your bottom coat would be aluminum and the topcoat would 
be the aircraft’s color. 

3. Spray on the bottom coat and let dry for at least 24 hours.  Note, 
try not to use the metalizer paints as water beads off the dried paint 
and makes it very difficult to place water where you want. 

4. Once the bottom coat has sufficiently dried, wet a paintbrush with 
water.  Use a thinner brush for most applications.  “Paint” the water 
over the area where you want to show the bottom coat.  On an aircraft, 
this would be at the edges of the wings, worn areas of the fuselage 
and areas where other items come in contact with the aircraft.  
Armored vehicles would show through on the corners and exposed 
edges.  Basically, think where paint would chip off on a vehicle and 
apply the water there. 

5. After applying the water, get your table salt and sprinkle the salt on 
the wet areas.  Depending on how much weathering you want to show 
determines how much salt to sprinkle.  It might be best to use a little bit 
more than you think, as salt crystals are very small.  The salt will 
basically glue itself to the model when it is mixed with a tiny amount of 
water.  Let this dry overnight. 

6. Spray on your topcoat over the model and areas where you applied 
your salt to and let dry at least 24 hours. 

7. Once everything is dry, either with your fingertip or a flat toothpick 
brush the salt off your model.  Sometimes the salt can stick a little bit, 
so apply just a little bit more pressure to pull it off.  Depending on how 
much you put on, it should only take a few minutes to pull off.  As you 
pull the salt off, you will see the bottom coat start to show through.  
Now you are done with the weathering.  Essentially, what you have 
done is recreate the exact process of paint chipping. 

Steps for creating digital camouflage on figures: 

1. Salt is the perfect tool for creating this new, difficult to paint pattern.  
It is a cubic crystal, which makes it great for creating the cubic digital 
camouflage patterns.  Rather than spend hours gently dabbing on 
microscopic dots that will drive you crazy, you can have this done in a 
couple minutes over a few days.   

2. All steps are the same as weathering with salt.  However, there a 
few things that needs to be done slightly different. Think of painting the 
new Marine Corps MARPAT woodland camouflage pattern.  There are 
three primary colors and one secondary color: black, brown, buff, and 
green. 

3. In step 3, make sure the bottom coat is your darkest coat.  Using 
the example of the MARPAT pattern, this would be black. 

4. Repeat steps 3-5 with each subsequently lighter color – brown, buff 
and green.  Make sure that green is the final coat.  You will be adding 
a lot of salt over time, so brush it on gently in order to not soften and 
remove the previous layers.  You will have three layers of salt and four 
layers of paint when finished. 

5. Follow step 7 and remove all the salt.  What you are left with is the 
new digital camouflage pattern.  Quick and easy.  This process can be 
repeated with any of the new camo patterns, desert, gray, blues, etc.  

Always start with your dark bottom coat and use the next lighter color 
at each subsequent step. 
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December 2004 Baghdad Hobby Club Donations 
By Mike Pabis 

A few months ago, Linda McFarland of Hobbytown USA in Ahwatukee 
received a nice letter from an MP stationed in Baghdad.  The soldier 
was a member of the Baghdad Hobby Club and had sent a thank you 
letter for the kits that were sent in September.  In the letter, the MP 
expressed that if the club was able to make a donation to the Baghdad 
Hobby Club, could they please include some modern equipment such 
as AH-64s, HUMVEEs, C-130s, other modern equipment and cars.  
Well, like the three other donation drives that the club has done, our 
members began scouring the local hobby stores and their spare kits 
piles for any extra kits the soldiers might be able to enjoy. 

With shipping graciously paid for by the Club, the donations started 
pouring in at the November meeting.  Linda had started off the drive 
with a large box full of kits from her store.  Included were many car and 
modern aircraft kits.  Club members came to the meeting with their 
arms piled high with kits.  Many AH-64s and the latest Tamiya M2 
Bradley and M113s were brought in.  Also, a starship Enterprise and 
1/72 C-130 made their way into the pile.  The end of the meeting filled 
two very large boxes for the Baghdad Hobby club.  The boxes were 
packed not only with models, but also with model magazines, many 
tubes of super glue and a Pasche airbrush. 

The annual Christmas party occurred two weeks after the November 
meeting and members continued to come through.  The members at 
the party graciously donated many more kits.  Again, many of the latest 
armor and aircraft kits were donated for the Baghdad Hobby Club.  It 
seemed as though the club was clearing out Hobby Depot of their 
inventory in order to buy kits to donate.   

When the final kit was crammed into my car, club members donated a 
total of 53 kits.  What an effort by all those involved to make sure the 
Baghdad Hobby Club was stocked with models so their members can 
enjoy something to do in their down time.  All the kits will be shipped 
once the Christmas mailing rush has subsided.  While they wont be 
there in time for Christmas, they should make it in the first weeks of the 
New Year.   

In 2004, the club participated in 4 donation efforts to provide our 
soldiers overseas with models for them to enjoy.  In a twelve-month 
period, the combined efforts of the club accounted for shipments to the 
82nd Airborne in Fallujah, Walter Reed Army Medical Center and two 
to the Baghdad Hobby Club.  Excluding those kits donated by other 
individuals at the IPMS Nationals, club members donated over 200 
kits.  In addition $300 of supplies were donated in order to help build 
the kits.  That is an amazing total.  Everyone should be proud, knowing 
that they were able to make a soldier’s life a bit more enjoyable during 
their deployments.  Thanks to everyone who participated throughout 
the year.  None of this could have been done without you. 

Here are some pictures from the US Air Force websit e: 

This is a picture of a new targeting pod for the F-15E, called the 
“Sniper” pod.  With it, the crewmen are reported to be able to 
determine the make of a pickup truck at high altitude. 
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Another view of the Sniper pod. 

 
An F-22 being refueled. 

 
Three more brand new F-22’s at Tyndall Air Force Ba se. 

The following is from AP News: 

New 'Warthog' Rolled Out at Eglin Adds Brains to Br awn 
By Bill Kaczor Associated Press Writer 
Published: Jan 25, 2005  

EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. (AP) - The retro look that helped give 
the straight-winged, snub-nosed A-10 "Warthog" its unofficial nickname 
remains unchanged, but a $360 million modification program is giving 
the rugged ground support jet some brains to go with its brawn.  

The first A-10C, the designation that all 356 Warthogs will get once 
they undergo the most significant update in the plane's 30-year history, 
was unveiled Tuesday at this Florida Panhandle base.  

"This is a new beginning for the guardian of the ground troops," said 
Col. Mark J. Donohue, A-10 systems program manager. "The 2010 A-
10 will not be your daddy's 'hog."  

By then, all A-10s will receive what Donohue, of Hill Air Force Base, 
Utah, termed an "electronic brain." The first of the modified jets are 

expected to go into service next year after flight testing at this Florida 
Panhandle base.  

Updated controls, some borrowed from supersonic jets, computers and 
digital targeting equipment will mean better accuracy. That will make 
the Warthog more lethal and help prevent friendly fire mistakes. The A-
10C will also be able to drop satellite-guided "smart" bombs, giving it 
all-weather capability.  

Although beloved by ground troops for its ability to deliver bombs, 
missiles and tank-busting gunfire at close range, the slow- and low-
flying Warthog was not a priority for Air Force brass when introduced in 
1975.  

Air Force officials two years ago, however, vigorously denied 
allegations they were planning to decommission the A-10 fleet in favor 
of sleek supersonic fighters and stealth bombers.  

The "precision engagement" modification now is the first and biggest 
step toward extending the Warthog's life until 2028. More updates, 
including improved engines, are planned in the future.  

That's no guarantee the A-10, officially the Thunderbolt II, won't be 
retired sooner because all weapons systems are under constant 
review, Donohue said. But, he added "This is a well-supported 
modification all the way across the Air Force and across the other 
services."  

The A-10C made its first test flight here Thursday with Maj. Trey "Lou" 
Rawls of Lexington, Ky., at the controls.  

Besides greater accuracy, the A-10C will deliver its weapons from 
longer range. That will improve the survivability of a plane that already 
has a record of bringing pilots home despite heavy battle damage. 

Lockheed Martin Systems Integration of Owego, N.Y., is the prime 
contractor for the modification program in partnership with two Florida 
contractors - nearby Crestview Aerospace Corp. and Northrop 
Grumman Corp.'s Integrated Systems in St. Augustine - and BAE 
Systems Controls of Johnson City, N.Y., and Southwest Research 
Institute of San Antonio, Texas. 

 
A-10C first flight. 

HOLLOMAN AIR FORCE BASE, N.M. -- The 20th Fighter Squadron 
used the F-4F Phantom II to train German air force crews from 1972 to 
2004.  The squadron's inactivation ceremony was held here Dec. 20.  
By Jan. 7, all F-4s assigned to the 20th FS will be retired to the Air 
Force's Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration Center at Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz. 

 

 



 8 

 

The Corsair 
Monthly Newsletter of the Phoenix Chapter of the IPMS/USA 
5910 East Julep Street 
Mesa, AZ  85205 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��� � 
����
��	����
����
��	����
����
��	����
����
��	���� ����
�
������������
����
��
���
216 W. Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ  85282 
(480) 968-1880 

www.thehobbydepot.com 
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“The Cutting Edge in Military Details” 
Eric R. Hight  
3245 E. Hillery Dr.  
Phoenix AZ 85032 
(602) 867-8822 
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1510 N. Scottsdale Rd. 
Tempe, AZ  85281          (480) 994-2263 

 

www.spaceinminiature.com  
Space in Miniature books and reference material by Mike 
Mackowski 
 
Join the IPMS/USA $21.00 annual membership includes  
a subscription to the IPMS Journal. 
IPMS/USA National Office 
PO Box 2475  
N. Canton, OH  44720-0475  

www.ipmsusa.org 
 
 

www.airline-hobby.com  
Your One Stop Source for Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 


