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Meeting Times: 
 

The club meets at 7:00pm on the last Monday of each month at the Central United Methodist Church in Phoenix.  Check the club calendar on the 
website for any changes.  (http://www.ipms-phx.org)  
 

Central United Methodist Church 

1875 N. Central                          The church is located a couple of blocks north of McDowell Road on the east side of Central. 
Phoenix, AZ  85004  
 
President & Web Site Editor: Larry Grapentine grapent1@cox.net (623) 875-6967 
Vice President: Jim Pearsall n9joy@hotmail.com (623) 583-2308 
Secretary: Bruce Briggs bbriggs@getnet.net (480) 961-3033 
Treasurer: Ed Kucharski edkucharski@hotmail.com (480) 967-7101 
Chapter Contact: Dick Christ dickc24@aol.com (480) 983-7131 
Corsair Editor: Kevin Henthorn kevin.d.henthorn@boeing.com (480) 830-3070 
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We had a good crowd for the October meeting.  Club business 
included voting to sponsor a trophy package for the 2005 National and 
to pay for the shipping to send another box of kits to Iraq for the 
soldiers.  Linda at HobbyTown (48th St. & Warner) offered to donate 
some models if we would ship them.  Mike Pabis has been taking care 
of this for the club, and we appreciate his efforts! 

We will be collecting kit donations at the November meeting. The 
soldiers have requested C-130 airplanes, Cobra helicopters, Bradley 
Vehicles, Humvees (M1114 if available) and 1999 Chevy Silverado 
pickup truck.  Tubes of super glue are also helpful. 

There was a nice assortment of raffle prizes as usual. 

 

The Raffle table. 

Brian Baker conducted a seminar on how to install wire rigging. 

 
Brian Baker conducting his seminar. 

Here are some pictures of the models brought to the club meeting: 

 
1/72nd scale Fujimi E-2C Hawkeye by J. Ross. 
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Chuck Mullaney’s 1/12 th scale Aurora Superman. 

 
1/35th scale Tamiya German motorcycle by Kevin Wenker. 

Mike Makowski’s 1/72 nd scale Model Air Int'l ADM-20 Quail (GAM-72). 

 
Jim Pearsall’s 1/144 th scale Dragon Marder III & Marder IIIM. 

 
1/72nd scale Esci Nieuport 17 by Chuck Ludwig. 

 
Brian Baker’s 1/72 nd scale Azur Dewoitine 371 

 
1/35th scale Dragon Stug III C/D by Charles Swanson. 
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Some of the attendees at the October meeting. 
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Hawk Mister Mulligan 1/48 scale kit.  Will pay up to $20.00 for a 
complete, un-built kit.  Contact Erik Lind at 480-615-2188 or email at 
erik@erik-lind.com if you have one you are willing to part with. 
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December  
·  No Monthly Club Meeting 
·  Sat - 11th 1:00 PM - Christmas Party at Red Devil Pizza (Southern 

and Mill) in Tempe. 
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Italeri 1/72 ACH-47A Review 
By Mike Pabis 

Part 1 Construction 

 

I have had the ACH-47A sitting on my shelf for about two years before 
I sat down to build it after the convention.  One nice thing about Italeri 
is that they produce a wide range of kits that none of the other 
manufacturers would touch.  Being a fan of gunships, this is the only kit 
of this type of aircraft.  Spending so much time on my M1 Abrams 
necessitated building something that didn’t have tracks for a nice 
change of pace.  Also, since it is in 1/72, I could actually fit in on my 
shelf.  With that in mind, I opened the box and sat down to start my 
next project. 

Building this kit was the first time I have used a photo-etch detail set.  I 
used the Eduard set on my ACH-47A, which I picked up at the 
convention.  There are many good details included in the PE set, which 
will help the kit appear better. 

The parts come on three sprues, two olive green and one clear.  The 
parts are typical Italeri, meaning they have sinkholes and mold release 
plugs that will have to be fixed.  With that being said, there are fewer 
than in the other Italeri kits I have built.  A big bonus on this kit is that 
all panel lines are recessed.  Anyone who has built Italeri kits in the 
past knows that this is a gift.  I built the kit in a series of subassemblies 

in order to minimize hassles and I think it did.  With that, here is part 
one of how I built my Italeri ACH-47A 

Interior 

Since the ACH-47A has an open interior, I chose to start on this area 
first.  The interior cabin is pretty good for an Italeri kit.  There is more 
detail than usual on this kit and I hope it continues to improve.  There 
are even interior structural beams on this kit, although they are very 
small for the scale.  Even those who have eye trouble would notice that 
they are not in scale.  However, there is one big downside to the cabin 
interior.  If you look at the interior ceiling, there is a huge gap between 
the two fuselage pieces.  This gap runs about a half-inch on each side 
of the fuselage halves for nearly the entire length.  The gap actually 
gets bigger below where the rotors sit.  Since the interior was going to 
be visible, I had to patch it up and this proved to be the biggest 
challenge of the kit. 

Fixing up the gap entailed a lot of work.  Originally, I had planned on 
just putting a piece of sheet styrene in to cover it.  That would have 
been easy.  I had to laminate a .020 and .010 piece of styrene together 
to fix the middle portion where it was nice and straight.  When it was in 
place I noticed that one side was slightly higher than the other.  This 
was a result of the locating pins on one side being slightly larger than 
the other.  I tried sanding down the styrene to get it to fit.  In the 
process I removed most of the vertical structural beams.  More on that 
later.  Using some Squadron putty, I then patched up the remaining 
gaps from the styrene and the fuselage.  It took about three days of 
sanding to get it looking decent.  I followed that up with some super 
glue to fix the remaining gaps where the styrene strips and fuselage 
met.  By this time, the structural beams were almost non-existent.  One 
big step down. 

Next, I began by filling in the caverns under the front and rear rotors.  I 
got in over my head on this one.  I first started by cutting thin pieces of 
.010 styrene to cover over the holes.  It worked well to start, and then I 
started sanding away.  Since I didn’t apply enough support braces the 
pieces began to sink into the cavern.  I tried adding support but that 
failed miserably.  The only option that I had left was to fill in with putty.  
What a nightmare.  I first started with Squadron White Putty, but knew I 
would run out of it long before I could finish.  Next, I substituted Milliput 
to fill in the larger areas.  Now I realize why I am beginning to hate that 
stuff so much.   I had it placed in the holes fill the gaps, but I couldn’t 
get it smoothed out.  When it finally dried I tried sanding it, but it just 
doesn’t want to disappear.  I ruined two Dremel sanding bits and 
mucked up multiple pieces of sand paper and sanding sticks.  It took 
about two days to finally get it smooth. Yikes, all of this to make the 
interior look complete and this was just on two pieces of fuselage.   

What I was left with was a multicolored interior that paint should take 
care of, but I didn’t have much in the way of structural beams left.  
Since, the beams were made so small, I decided to replace them with 
wire.  It took the smallest wire I had to replace them laid pieces where 
they originally were. So far, I can’t really tell the difference from what it 
originally looked like. 
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The main cabin piece only needed a little bit done to it.  I added the PE 
ammo racks and ammo cans to give the kit a little bit more life.  One 
note, pictures that I have seen show the ammo racks for the starboard 
side of the aircraft to the right of the .50 cals, so that is what I made 
mine to look like.  The ammo racks on the port side are to the left of 
the .50 cals.  Doesn’t seem to make sense, but I am going with 
references on this case.   

Speaking of the .50 cals, I used the PE pieces to add detail to them.  I 
sanded off the existing detail and added the sides and handles.  I was 
pretty bummed with the PE barrels though.  No matter what I tried, I 
couldn’t get them to fit around the barrels correctly.  Whatever I tried to 
fit them, there was a noticeable gap between the ends of the brass.  
Note for next time, don’t sand off all the barrel detail until I test fit one 
of the PE pieces. 

I had to fix the shell casing bags.  They look great from the front, but 
on a test fit looking from the outside in, you can clearly see into the 
back of the pieces which were not completely built.  To fix this, I used 
my some .010 styrene strips to fix the back, sanded them and voila.   

 

After looking at pictures of the ACH-47A, I noticed that all the windows 
showed red webbing behind them.  It took me a while to figure out how 
to replicate this.  Initially, I tried to cut the webbing out of tape, but I 
couldn’t cut the pieces small enough.  Then I remembered that I had 
window screen leftover from my other projects.  It looked to be about 
the right size as the webbing.  I cut of a swatch and painted it red.  
Next, I cut sections for the windows and glued them to pieces of thin 
styrene rod.  The webbing and rods to hold them were glued in behind 
the windows. 

Cockpit 

The cockpit was fairly simple, both in detail and construction.  Like all 
Italeri kits, you get a very basic cockpit consisting of seats, control 
sticks, pedals and a control panel.  I used the PE pieces from Eduard 
to dress up the cockpit.  First, I started by sanding off the control panel 
detail in order to use the PE pieces.  The Eduard set included a film 
and brass piece to detail the control panel.  Being naïve, I thought that 
the Eduard pieces would line up correctly with the kit piece.  Not quite.  
The film is a slightly different size from the other pieces and protrudes 
after being installed.  I had to trim it after it was glued on.  It also took a 
little positioning to get the PE panel piece to fit correctly.  One other 
interesting note about the Eduard cockpit pieces are that they cover up 
some of the holes in the floor where you are supposed to insert the 
control sticks.  I had to bend the PE piece into the hole and trim it 
slightly for the kit pieces to be able to fit.   

I added a small piece of .010 styrene to each seat in the cockpit as 
armor for the pilots.  Both pieces were attached to the sides of each 
seat. 

It took a bit of work on the rear cockpit piece to get rid of the mold 
plugs.  They were located in the tiny recesses of the rear radio rack.  
Using lots of careful sanding, I got rid of them, as they would have 
been clearly visible.    

Rear Ramp 

 

I had to make a few modifications to the rear ramp.  Primarily, I added 
a piece of .010 styrene to seal up the gap in the front.  Pictures I had of 
an ACH-47 showed it as a solid piece and not like other CH-47 
variants, which have an opening between the deck and exterior.   I also 
had to add small pieces of .010 styrene to the sides to fix some gaps 
that occur when the ramp is put together.   Next, I used the PE pieces 
to replace the ammo rack on the rear ramp instead of using the kit 
pieces.  There really is a difference in the kit piece and the PE piece. 

Exterior 

 

I have to admit that I was pleasantly surprised with the exterior of the 
kit.  Nice detail and recessed panel lines which are uncommon for 
Italeri.  The exterior really comes in three pieces, two fuselage pieces 
and a bottom piece.  The rear rotor housing also comes in three 
pieces, which is a shame.  There is the front, middle (part of the 
fuselage) and rear.  They were supposed to line up perfectly, but as 
you know that is not the case.  It took some sanding and putty to get all 
the pieces lined up and have the rear rotor housing looking the way it 
should.  I added the PE grills to the rotor housings.  Unfortunately, I 
was disappointed in the PE pieces.  They weren’t big enough to cover 
the entire section they were supposed to, leaving me to fill in the gaps 
with super glue.  The same problem existed on the engine grills. 

On my kit, I glued the rotors in place rather than let them move freely.  
If I had used all the pieces to make the rotors spin, they would have 
been raised to high needlessly exposing the spinner.  Leaving off the 
internal pieces allowed the overall rotors to lay flat.  I did have to do 
some sanding to level out the areas around where the fuselage joined. 

Engines 

The engines on the Italeri kit are pretty nice.  Like the rest of the kit, 
there is some nice detail to it.  The kit pieces have a hollow inside 
which you wouldn’t normally notice.  However, if you attached the 
engine to the kit and looked into the interior cabin, you would see right 
into the hollow engine.  Time to get out the putty.  I filled in the insides 
of the engine with Squadron White Putty.  This didn’t have any effect 
on the engine exhaust or the little pieces that connect the engines to 
the side of the fuselage.  I sanded the putty smooth after dry fitting 
them to the fuselage.  Now, when looking at the inside of the kit, you 
don’t see the giant gap and it looks level. 

Attaching the engines to the aircraft should be a two-step process.  
First, attach the engine and then attach the front piece (pieces 23/24 
and 27/28), which connects to the fuselage.  Here is why.  When I 
attached the engines to the fuselage, I did have to do a fair amount of 
putty and gap filling super glue to fill the gaps where the pieces meet.  
However, this did get tricky because there is not much room to sand in 
the areas between the engine and rotor housing.   If you attach the 
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front piece to the engine before it is added to the fuselage, you will find 
it very difficult to sand and fill in the gaps as it blocks the area that you 
need to work in. 

Next, I attached the front engine pieces to the fuselage.  On the 
starboard side, it went smoothly.  All I had to do was use a little gap 
filling super glue to fix the join at the fuselage and sand it.  On the port 
side, the alignment was off slightly.  I had to carefully sand down the 
piece to get it looking right.  Again, I used some gap filling super glue 
to fix the joins.  Be careful when sand the super glue though as there is 
not much room to maneuver. 

Armament 

Apart from the five .50 cals that are placed in the windows and on the 
rear ramp, there are three other weapons systems on the ACH-47A kit.  
These include a nose mounted 40mm grenade launcher, two 20mm 
cannons and two 19 shot rocket pods on the wing pylons. 

 

Working on the rocket pods did not start off well.  While trying to sand 
one of the front pieces of the rocket pod (one with the rockets 
protruding) it launched out of my hand and landed somewhere where I 
will never find it.  Really hate it when that happens.  Fortunately, I was 
going to use the PE pieces for the rear of the 19 shot rocket pods.  
This left me with the two rear rocket pod kit pieces.  Taking one of 
those and attaching it place of the proper piece, I glued tiny bits of 
sprue into the 19 spaces in order to replace the missing piece.  It was 
really difficult to sand such tiny pieces into a conical shape, but I did 
the best I could.  Weren’t perfect, but good enough.  Also, on the 
rocket pods, I used a piece of .010 styrene to cover up the ends.  
When test fitting the PE piece, it looked bad with the open rear.  I then 
put the PE piece over the styrene. 

The nose mounted grenade launcher was a little bit tricky. The two 
halves were of slightly different sizes and that caused the gun to tilt 
slightly.  I had to sand it down as best as I could to get the fit level.  
Next, when test fitting the gun to the nosepiece I noticed a gap.  Fixing 
this was going to be tricky as the gun and its components are to be 
painted different colors from the aircraft and the clear canopy.  I 
decided to just putty the gaps and fix and painting mishaps. 

Next month – Part 2 Final Construction and painting . 
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Club Members’ Biography 

This month’s biography is from Keenan Chittester: 

I was born in Sacramento, California in 1959.  When I was six years 
old, our family moved to Phoenix.  I guess that makes me about as 
close to a native Phoenician as you can get.  My dad worked for, and 
eventually retired from AiResearch, which now is part of Honeywell.  I 
grew up on the northwest side of town in the area of 35th Ave. and 
Northern.  My brother Ric got me interested in models at about age 10.  
My best friend growing up also built models, and on Saturdays we had 
a couple of lawn mowing jobs.  We would mow lawns in the morning 
and in the afternoon would ride our bikes to the hobby store and blow 
our money on models.  At that time there were 3 good hobby stores 
within riding distance – Hobby Lobby, Happiness House, and Val’s 
Hobby Hangar.  At that time, I was mainly building 1/72 Luftwaffe 
aircraft.  I had quite a collection at one time, but gave them all away 
during one of my moves. 

In high school I became interested in coin collecting.  I was never able 
to concentrate on both hobbies at the same time.  I was either 
engrossed in models or coins.  In 1978 I moved with my parents to 
Tempe, and I have lived on that side of the Valley ever since.  One of 
our neighbors owned a printing company with his son-in-law.  One day 
in 1979 he was commenting to my folks about how he needed 
someone to help out in his shop and I have been working for P.Q. 
Printing ever since.  I get to do a lot of different things, and for the most 
part I enjoy going to work every morning. 

While living in Tempe, I discovered Desert Hobbies, which used to be 
located at Southern & Mill.  That got me interested in models again.  I 
was building 1/48 aircraft, 1/12 and 1/20 Formula One cars, and 1/35 
German armor.  It was a great shop, and I think I even attended an 
IPMS meeting there once with my brother.  I was sorry to see it close 
its doors.  I did manage to accumulate quite a few kits when they had 

their “going out of business” sale.  That was when I decided to 
concentrate on one facet of modeling – 1/48 aircraft. 

About 6 years ago I really started getting serious about modeling 
again.  I was becoming frustrated with the coin hobby, and besides that 
it was getting expensive!  Lately I have been selling some of my coins 
in order to help fund my modeling habit.  I have been an IPMS member 
for about 5 years, but only joined the Craig Hewitt Chapter in February 
2003.  I have really enjoyed my involvement in the club, and wish I had 
joined long before I did. 

I now live in the Ahwatukee area.  I have been married to my lovely 
wife, Joy, for 11+ years.  We have a ten year old son, Matt, who has 
been to several meetings but is still not too interested in models.  We 
also have a dog, Sarah, and a cat, Sunday.  Besides working on 
models, I like to hike and play video games with my son. 

 

 

Here are some pictures from the US Air Force website; a couple of F-
16’s in “Aggressor” camouflage, and a Thunderbird getting refueled: 
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The Corsair 
Monthly Newsletter of the Phoenix Chapter of the IPMS/USA 
5910 East Julep Street 
Mesa, AZ  85205 
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216 W. Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ  85282 
(480) 968-1880 

www.thehobbydepot.com 
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“The Cutting Edge in Military Details” 
Eric R. Hight  
3245 E. Hillery Dr.  
Phoenix AZ 85032 
(602) 867-8822 
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1510 N. Scottsdale Rd. 
Tempe, AZ  85281          (480) 994-2263 

 

www.spaceinminiature.com  
Space in Miniature books and reference material by Mike 
Mackowski 
 
Join the IPMS/USA $21.00 annual membership includes  
a subscription to the IPMS Journal. 
IPMS/USA National Office 
PO Box 2475  
N. Canton, OH  44720-0475  

www.ipmsusa.org 
 
 

www.airline-hobby.com  
Your One Stop Source for Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 


