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Meeting Times: 
 

The club meets at 7:00pm on the last Monday of each month at the Central United Methodist Church in Phoenix.  Check the club calendar on the 
website for any changes.  (http://www.ipms-phx.org)  
 

Central United Methodist Church 

1875 N. Central                          The church is located a couple of blocks north of McDowell Road on the east side of Central. 
Phoenix, AZ  85004  
 
President & Web Site Editor: Larry Grapentine grapent1@cox.net (623) 875-6967 
Vice President: Jim Pearsall n9joy@hotmail.com (623) 583-2308 
Secretary: Bruce Briggs bbriggs@getnet.net (480) 961-3033 
Treasurer: Ed Kucharski edkucharski@hotmail.com (480) 967-7101 
Chapter Contact: Dick Christ dickc24@aol.com (480) 983-7131 
Corsair Editor: Kevin Henthorn kevin.d.henthorn@boeing.com (480) 830-3070 
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Now that the Nationals are over, it’s nice to be able to focus on our 
club activities.  We have the CAF “Fly-In” at Falcon Field the weekend 
of November 6th where we will promote the club, display some of our 
work, and run a “Make and Take” for kids.  If you haven’t volunteered 
yet, we could sure use your help. 

Right now I have about 45 people on my personal “Club Member” E-
mail list.  I keep these addresses confidential, and only send out a few 
notices a month.  I will never send jokes or forwards, only club 
business.  If you aren’t getting notices from me, please get me your e-
mail address and I’ll add you to my list. 

Happy Modeling, 

Larry Grapentine 
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There were over 40 people at the September meeting, including 
visitors Al Laiserman, Tony Contrabasso and Dennis Crandall.  There 
was no contest, but Larry Grapentine demonstrated the use of Future 
for applying decals, and some basics on filling seams. 

We are looking for a place to hold our chapter contest next year.  The 
two hotels where we previously held the contest have raised their rates 
to the point where they are no longer economically viable.  All 
suggestions are welcome. 

Larry Grapentine has arranged to put our Website on a new server. 
The previous server had dropped our account, which Erik Lind had 
been paying for out of his own pocket for the past five years.  The 
membership extended their thanks to Erik, and voted to approve a 
$96.00 annual payment to the new server provider. 

The Commemorative Air Force Arizona Wing will be holding its annual 
open house on November 6 and 7.  The Chapter will have two tables 
at this event, and is requesting volunteers to staff the tables.  One of 
the tables will be for a make-n-take, the other for display and working 
on models.  Contact Larry Grapentine ASAP if you can help. 

Because of some contest rules violations at the 2004 National, some 
adjustments have been made to the contest results.  The changes 
were not included in the current publication of the Journal, but will be 
published later. 

We are saddened to learn of the passing of member Tim Ryan.  The 
club is sending a gift to Hospice of the Valley in memory of Tim, at the 
family’s request. 

Here are some pictures of the models brought to the club meeting: 

 
1/144th scale Revell Germany Ekranoplan A90 Orlyonock by K evin Patrick. 

 
Airfix P-51B Mustang in 1/72 nd scale by Chuck Ludwig. 
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1/48th scale Tamiya A-10 Thunderbolt II by Bruce Briggs. 

1/72nd scale ICM BTR 152 V by Jim Pearsall. 

 
Radio controlled Fletcher Class destroyer with work ing lights. 
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Hawk Mister Mulligan 1/48 scale kit.  Will pay up to $20.00 for a 
complete, un-built kit.  Contact Erik Lind at 480-615-2188 or email at 
erik@erik-lind.com if you have one you are willing to part with. 

1/72 Sikorsky H-34 Choctaw Helicopter.  Contact Ray Elze (480) 802-
4298 or at e-mail rayursula@aol.com. 
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October  
·  Mon-25th  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Central United 

Methodist Church. 
 

November  
·  Sat/Sun-6th & 7th  Annual Veteran's Day Fly-In at the 

Commemorative Air Force's Hanger at Falcon Field.  The club will 
be displaying models and running a Make-and-Take. 

·  Mon-29th  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Central United 
Methodist Church. 
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Testors Model Master Lacquer System 
By Dick Christ, #18127 

First, this is a lacquer paint system.  Use only with adequate ventilation 
and wear a respirator when spraying. 

This is a new paint line from the Testors Corporation for the automotive 
modeler.  The line consists of spray cans and bottles that contain 
colors licensed by the major U.S. manufacturers: Ford, General 
Motors, and Daimler-Chrysler.  The spray cans are the car colors such 
as Hemi Orange, Wimbledon White, and Flame Red.  Also in cans are 
flat black, fabric gray, and fabric tan.  The bottles are available in 
colors for detailing the interior, lights, and engine. 

Testors calls the spray cans a two part system, paint and clear top 
coat.  I used white primer, flame red, and the clear top coat on a Revell 
2004 Z06 Corvette.  I did not try the paint on bare plastic.  The white 
primer covered well with a single coat and dried smooth.  The primer is 
thin and did not fill in the details on the model.  It also did not fill in the 
sanding marks where the mold parting line was removed.  

The color was applied in four coats.  Two coats were misted on; then 
two wet coats were applied.  The paint covered well and did not fill in 
the surface detail.  This paint does not flow as well as the Tamiya 
lacquer and it is more difficult to get a smooth finish.  The finish is not 
as shiny as the Tamiya lacquer.  This is expected because with a two 
part system, shine will come from the clear topcoat.  

The drying time for the color coats is about a week.  The dry paint 
responds well to polishing.  I used the 3200, 4000, 6000, 8000, and 
12000 grit sanding pads from MicroMark to polish the paint.  The clear 
top coat was applied with a light coat followed by a wet coat.  The clear 
flows very well and will tolerate a bit heavier coat without running than 
the color coat.  The clear seems to dry faster than the color coat, 
although this may be due to applying less clear.  When dry, the clear 
has enough shine that the top coat looks wet.  After the top coat dried 
for a week, I polished the clear with the same MicroMark pads to get a 
deep shine.  The resulting shine is very good. 

This paint system gives the car modeler another choice for painting 
with factory colors.  This paint system is a bit more difficult to use than 
the Tamiya spray paints.  The system worked well, but needs both 
color and top coat to get a deep shine. 

I purchased this paint using the Testors website.  The spray cans are 
$4.29 and the bottles are $2.49 
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Here a couple of photos from the Models for Bosnia club.  They sent 
us a signed photo and certificate in appreciation for donating kits to 
their club:   

 

 

 

The Visitors Guide to Viewing Military Equipment an d Museums in 
San Diego 

It seems that we are all familiar with San Diego.  Most summers, half of 
the state of Arizona can be found there at any one time.  Most visitors 
go for the beach, nice weather and family attractions.  What some 
people might not be aware of are the good museums and opportunities 
to view military equipment that are available to all visitors.  The best 
part of it is that there are many things to see within 10 minutes of 
downtown San Diego.  After coming back from a recent trip, I thought a 
summary of these places would be helpful for someone’s next trip. 

San Diego Aerospace Museum 

Most people are familiar with Balboa Park being the home of the San 
Diego Zoo.  What some might not know is that the southern end of the 
park is home to the San Diego Aerospace Museum.  It is easy to 
identify by the SR-71 and Sea Dart prominently displayed out front.  
Admission is $9 for adults.  The museum is shaped like a donut with 
the displays on the inside and an open middle which displays a PBY 
Catalina, F-4 Phantom, AH-1 Cobra and Ford Trimotor.   

The museum traces the history of aviation from the beginning through 
the post Vietnam era.  As expected there is added emphasis on items 
related to San Diego.  For the pre-WW2 fans, there are a lot of exhibits 
for you.  About 40% of the museum is dedicated to the era before 
WW2.  On display are replica aircraft and artifacts related to WW1 and 
the booming aviation field after the war.   

WW2 fans will find a lot of interesting exhibits to see.  On display are 
an AVG P-40, P-51, ME-109, Zero, Wildcat, and other aircraft.  Most of 
the aircraft are displayed in order for visitors to view.  However, some 
are displayed from the ceiling and limit your exposure to the aircraft.  I 
really liked the chance to view the aircraft, as it had been a long time 
since I had seen these types of planes.  Also on display are quite a few 
models built by the San Diego IPMS chapter.  Many of the models on 
display are of WW2 and Korea type aircraft. 

The museum also displays quite a few artifacts from the Korean War.  
Most notably on display are an F-86 and Mig-15.  Viewing 
opportunities for the F-86 were limited as it was also hung from the 
ceiling.  I was hoping to take a good look at it, but was thwarted. 

Towards the end of the museum, the exhibits focus on the Vietnam 
War.  I think they ran out of space towards the end, as there wasn’t too 
much of a focus put on aviation from Vietnam on.  However, there is an 
A-4 displayed for visitors to see. 

Space enthusiasts can enjoy a real nice opportunity to view the Apollo 
9 capsule, which is currently on display.  On loan from the National Air 
and Space Museum, it is will most likely only be there for another few 
months.  There are some nice exhibits related to space for visitors to 
see.  Always interesting to see are the gear and space suits that the 
astronauts have to wear. 

After finishing viewing the space exhibits, you are at the end of the 
museum and exit through the gift shop.  I was somewhat disappointed 
by the gift shop as there were not as many products as in years past.  
Overall, you can probably get through the museum in about 3 hours if 
you view everything.  For those who are interested in WW2 and 
beyond, you can spend about 1 ½ hours there. 

USS Midway Museum 

It is not that often that you can drive down the street, tilt your head and 
see a nearly 1000 foot long ship staring right back at you.  Opened 
back in June, the USS Midway now calls San Diego home.  Located at 
Navy Pier (south of the cruise ship terminal and about 200 yards from 
Seaport Village), the USS Midway has been converted to a floating 
museum.  Visitors should not pass up a chance to come aboard an 
aircraft carrier and explore for a few hours.  Admission is $13 for adults 
and plan to spend about 3 hours on board. 

The museum has you board via stairs right into the hanger bay.  It 
really is a huge space to begin your journey.  All visitors are given an 
audio tour guide for their journey.  The nice thing about it is it is not a 
traditional tape cassette but a digital audio player where you enter in 
the number of the exhibit you are at and can listen to the story.  I found 
this a lot better system than other museums, as you are able to bounce 
around the museum and not worry about messing up the audio tour. 

Right away you get to view the enormous hanger bay and marvel at all 
the activity that took place in it.  An A-4 is on display along with T-45 
and S-2.  The last two aircraft were moved into the hanger bay as I 
was touring, but they may return topside at a later date.  On this deck 
you begin touring some of the living and working quarters of the ship.  I 
found it enjoyable to view some of the different aspects of the ship that 
are not shown on other floating museums.  I spent about an hour 
below decks exploring.  However, if you are my size, be prepared to 
duck, as the ship was not designed for people over 6 feet tall. 

After spending quite a bit of time below deck, it was time to head up 
top.  I took the stairs up top and was met with a great sight.  You get to 
look out upon the entire deck and have a wonderful view of San Diego 
Bay.  There were multiple aircraft on display including an F-14, F-4, E-
2 C-2, UH-1C Sea Wolf, A-7 and A-6.  However, I was really 
disappointed in the fact that all of the aircraft were repainted are not in 
the natural finish and color.  I was hoping to get a chance to look at the 
detail on the aircraft, but with the paint job, I was prevented from doing 
so.  Wandering around the deck was really nice.  In addition to viewing 
all the aircraft, you can view the bridge.  I spent a lot of time just 
enjoying the view up top.  When I was there, the USS Ronald Reagan 
and USS Nimitz were in port and provided a marvelous sight to see. 

After I finished, I took a tour of the gift shop.  There are quite a few 
things there, but as the museum is new, I would expect that there 
would be more to come in upcoming months and years.  There 
appears to be plenty of space for the museum to add artifacts and 
exhibits.  Expect items to be brought in over time, so you might have to 
make multiple visits. 



 4 

Coronado Island 

Coronado might not be some place that you would expect to be able to 
view military equipment, but you would be wrong.  Those of us without 
military Ids are restricted to viewing all the goodies from certain parts 
of the island.  You won’t be disappointed.  Simply relax on Coronado 
Beach and look up or out over the ocean.  Aircraft are a plenty and 
appear many times an hour when units are in port.  There are ample 
opportunities to view SH-60s, S-3s, and everything else that flies into 
NAS North Island.  I have never been disappointed when sitting on the 
beach.  Also, most days, you can look out over the water and watch 
the ships of the US Navy entering and leaving the bay.  Over my many 
journeys, I have seen every type of ship stationed at San Diego 
floating out in front of me.  It is really a treat. 

Also on Coronado, visitors can view prospective SEALs as they take 
part in BUDS (Basic Underwater Demolition School aka Hell Week).  
My last visit was the first time I had really seen the prospective SEALs 
and it was a pleasant treat.  A few notes, while they BUDS classes 
routinely run and take part in other activities along Coronado Beach, 
don’t venture too far down towards their installation.  There is security 
there to keep civilians away from part of the installation.  My 
suggestion would be to enjoy what you can from the open part of the 
beach or take a walk towards Silver Strand Beach and you might be 
able to see more.   

Cabrillo National Monument 

Growing up in southern California for 18 years and making dozens of 
trips to San Diego, I am now kicking myself for never going to the 
Cabrillo National Monument.  Located at the tip of Point Loma this 
really is an amazing site.  While the National Park is thoroughly 
enjoyable, there are extra benefits. 

Part of the Cabrillo National Monument was home to a coastal artillery 
battery during WW2 and some of it can still be seen.  There is a nice 
exhibit for visitors to see about the coastal artillery battery that was 
there.  However, the best part of the monument is the view.  It is 
amazing.  On the trails, you get to see all of San Diego Bay and large 
portions of the Pacific Ocean.  The best part about it you get to look 
right down into NAS North Island and the submarine pens.  On the day 
that I was there, I got to see two ballistic missile subs entering and 
exiting the bay directly in front of me.  Also provided for a quarter are 
viewers that allow you to look at the bases up close.  I spent about two 
hours enjoying the view and watching aircraft and ships alike enter and 
leave the bases below.  In my opinion, this is probably one of the best-
kept secrets about San Diego. 

I hope that the next time you head over to San Diego, you might be 
able to take part in exploring the museums or viewing all the great 
military equipment that the city has to offer. 

Mike Pabis 

Here are some pictures from various websites: 
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The Corsair 
Monthly Newsletter of the Phoenix Chapter of the IPMS/USA 
5910 East Julep Street 
Mesa, AZ  85205 
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216 W. Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ  85282 
(480) 968-1880 

www.thehobbydepot.com 
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“The Cutting Edge in Military Details” 
Eric R. Hight  
3245 E. Hillery Dr.  
Phoenix AZ 85032 
(602) 867-8822 
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1510 N. Scottsdale Rd. 
Tempe, AZ  85281          (480) 994-2263 

 

www.spaceinminiature.com  
Space in Miniature books and reference material by Mike 
Mackowski 
 
Join the IPMS/USA $21.00 annual membership includes  
a subscription to the IPMS Journal. 
IPMS/USA National Office 
PO Box 2475  
N. Canton, OH  44720-0475  

www.ipmsusa.org 
 
 

www.airline-hobby.com  
Your One Stop Source for Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 


