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Meeting Times: 
 

The club meets at 7:00pm on the last Monday of each month at the Central United Methodist Church in Phoenix.  Check the club calendar on the 
website for any changes.  (http://www.ipms-phx.org)  
 

Central United Methodist Church 
1875 N. Central                          The church is located a couple of blocks north of McDowell Road on the east side of Central. 
Phoenix, AZ  85004  
 
President & Web Site Editor: Larry Grapentine grapent1@cox.net (623) 875-6967 
Vice President: Jim Pearsall n9joy@hotmail.com (623) 583-2308 
Secretary: Bruce Briggs bbriggs@getnet.net (480) 961-3033 
Treasurer: Ed Kucharski edkucharski@hotmail.com (480) 967-7101 
Chapter Contact: Dick Christ dickc24@aol.com (480) 983-7131 
Corsair Editor: Kevin Henthorn kevin.d.henthorn@boeing.com (480) 830-3070 
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I personally think that the 2004 IPMS/USA National Convention was a 
smashing success.  It was the first National that I entered or attended.  
I entered seven models, none of which I expected to win with, just to 
see a couple of thousand models in the contest room.  Lo and behold, I 
saw more than two thousand.  Looking over all those models was 
amazing and also humbling.  The level of professionalism and quality 
was astonishing.  In my opinion, modeling is certainly an art form.  I 
have not been discouraged by this experience by any means, after all, 
I did come home with a second place trophy (which surprised and 
pleased the heck out of me).  I will continue to build models just for the 
fun of it.  I may not be able to enter another National Contest due to 
financial or personal reasons, but I will try.  I will always remember this 
National as a lot of fun. 
 
Kevin D. Henthorn 
 
Here are some pictures from the national…………. 
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Hawk Mister Mulligan 1/48 scale kit.  Will pay up to $20.00 for a 
complete, un-built kit.  Contact Erik Lind at 480-615-2188 or email at 
erik@erik-lind.com if you have one you are willing to part with. 
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September  
·  Mon-27th  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Central United 

Methodist Church. 

 

October  
·  Mon-25th  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Central United 

Methodist Church. 
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Club Members’ Biography 
 
This month’s “volunteer” for a biography is I (Kevin Henthorn).  Here is 
my story: 
 
I was born in July of 1961 in a small town in northern Illinois called 
Rockton.  It is located a few miles from the Wisconsin border right in 
the middle of the state on the Rock River.  It had a population of about 
2,000 when I was growing up; a simple little town surrounded by miles 
and miles of farmland. 
 
I believe it was my older brother that sparked my interest in plastic 
models.  I remember him building a few models when I was very little, 
but I don’t remember him assisting me very much.  He is eight years 
older than me, and had other things to do, such as play the guitar.  (He 
was teaching the guitar before he could drive.) 
 
I don’t remember my father being directly involved with my modeling.  
He was a commercial artist, and helped me indirectly by getting me 
tools and paints.  He even bought me an airbrush and compressor 
when I was about twelve. 
 
I do remember the first model I built at about the age of five or six.  It 
was the Pan-Am Space Clipper from the movie 2001: A Space 
Odyssey.  It had about a half dozen parts, and I think I used as much 
glue as there was plastic.  I built models up until the time I went to High 
School, when I stopped.  During that time I built aircraft (WWII), armor, 
cars, and maybe a ship or two.  I’ve been interested in aircraft for as 
long as I can remember, and was even into cars when I was young.  
When I ran out of room to display my models, I would take the old ones 
I didn’t want anymore to the back yard and shoot them with my BB 
gun.  That was almost as much fun as building them, and much more 
fun than simply throwing them in the trash.  I did not belong to any 
modeling clubs, nor have any friends who were serious modelers.  I 
hardly ever had any un-built kits lying around.  I worked on one model 
at a time, and when it was done I got another. 
 
For many years, all my built models and tools sat in the basement 
unused.  After High School, I went to the University of Illinois and got a 
Bachelor’s degree in Aeronautical/Astronautical Engineering.  I even 
got my pilot’s license during college; however I have not flown as a 
pilot since. 
 
After college I went to work for Bell Helicopter–Textron in Fort Worth 
Texas.  I hired on as a Mass Properties Engineer on the V-22, working 
on every part of the aircraft that Bell Helicopter was responsible for.  I 
stayed there for about 4 years, got married, and then moved here to 
Arizona.  I now work for Boeing (formerly McDonnell Douglas), still as 
a Mass Properties Engineer.  I’ve worked on all the commercial 
helicopters that Boeing eventually sold to MD Helicopters, including the 
MD900, and the 600N.  I now work on the Longbow (AH-64D Apache), 
and several other smaller projects here at Boeing.  I’ve weighed an 
SH-60B Seahawk for the Navy (it was getting repainted here at 
Boeing), and several T-38’s, as they were being turned into T-38C’s.  
I’ve been here at Boeing now for 15 years. 
 
I only started modeling again about 8 years ago.  I happened to go into 
a local hobby store and see a model of an AH-6J “Little Bird”.  It was a 
project I was currently working on, so I snatched it up.  I continued to 
build helicopters, almost exclusively, for the next couple of years.  I 
have since built a couple WWII aircraft, and many modern jets, from 
scales ranging from 1/285th to 1/32nd, for a total of about 25 models.  
For a time, I even built many paper models.  My collection of un-built 
plastic kits is at about 150, and is almost exclusively aircraft from WWII 
to modern.  I have no car or ship models at this time, but I do have a 
few Science Fiction models. 
 
My two oldest sons are also modelers (ages 12 & 8).  They have a 
collection of about 100 un-built kits between the two of them.  They 
model occasionally, but have school, their friends, and other things 
they like to do taking up much of their time.  Maybe someday my 
daughter (age 5) will start modeling, or my youngest son (age 4).  I am 
divorced now, so I have more time to model, however, I have far less 
money.  That hasn’t kept me from buying the occasional kit though.  I 
expect that my collection of un-built kits will always outnumber the 
ones I have built. 
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The Corsair 
Monthly Newsletter of the Phoenix Chapter of the IPMS/USA 
5910 East Julep Street 
Mesa, AZ  85205 
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216 W. Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ  85282 
(480) 968-1880 

www.thehobbydepot.com 
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“The Cutting Edge in Military Details” 
Eric R. Hight  
3245 E. Hillery Dr.  
Phoenix AZ 85032 
(602) 867-8822 
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1510 N. Scottsdale Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ     (602) 840-0575 
 

www.spaceinminiature.com  
Space in Miniature books and reference material by Mike 
Mackowski 
 
Join the IPMS/USA $21.00 annual membership includes  
a subscription to the IPMS Journal. 
IPMS/USA National Office 
PO Box 2475  
N. Canton, OH  44720-0475  

www.ipmsusa.org 
 

www.airline-hobby.com  
Your One Stop Source for Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 


