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Meeting Times: 
 

The club meets at 7:00pm on the last Monday of each month at the Central United Methodist Church in Phoenix.  Check the club calendar on the 
website for any changes.  (http://www.ipms-phx.org)  
 

Central United Methodist Church 
1875 N. Central                          The church is located a couple of blocks north of McDowell Road on the east side of Central. 
Phoenix, AZ  85004  
 
President & Web Site Editor: Larry Grapentine grapent1@cox.net (623) 875-6967 
Vice President: Jim Pearsall n9joy@hotmail.com (623) 583-2308 
Secretary: Bruce Briggs bbriggs@getnet.net (480) 961-3033 
Treasurer: Ed Kucharski edkucharski@hotmail.com (480) 967-7101 
Chapter Contact: Dick Christ dickc24@aol.com (480) 983-7131 
Corsair Editor: Kevin Henthorn kevin.d.henthorn@boeing.com (480) 830-3070 

 
��� � �������������������������������� 				�
�
�
�
 ��� � ����
�����
�����
�����
� 




The 2004 Nationals will be here in a few short weeks.   I know 
everyone that has been working on the organizing committee for the 
last couple of years have done a great job insuring that this will be one 
of the best conventions ever.  Please help out them out by volunteering 
to work at the event, so MAYBE they can relax a little and enjoy the 
fruits of their efforts. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Larry Grapentine 
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The contest theme for June was "Project A-10 Warthog" where 
modelers were to do anything to an A-10 kit.  Several members 
brought in completed projects, ranging from replicas of real A-10s to 
wild fantasy spacecraft.  Here are the results; 
 

1st - Erik Lind - Star Wars A-10. 

2nd - Jim Baker - Naboo Starfighter A-10. 

3rd - Mike Mackowski - a real A-10. 
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Honorable Mention - Ethan Dunsford - Marine A-10B. 

If you haven't finished your A-10 project, you still have a month to 
complete it before we enter them as a group project at the Nationals.  
Just bring it to the Nationals, and we will put it on the table.  You do not 
need to be an IPMS member or pay an entry fee to participate in the 
club entry. 
 
Here are a couple of other entries in the A-10 contest: 
 

Jim Pearsall’s 1/72 nd scale Monogram A-10 on floats. 

 
Chuck Ludwig’s 1/72 nd scale Monogram A-10 “Clown Copter”. 

 
1/144th scale Matchbox A-10 “Superbee” by Gary Thomas. 

Keith Piper of Avalon Books and Hobbies has offered the club a new 
Trumpeter 1/32 scale P-38 Lightning at below cost.  The club will sell 
special raffle tickets for $5.00 each at the next meeting or two, and we 
will raffle the kit when we sell at least 20 tickets. 
 
Here are some other models that were brought to the meeting: 
 

Bill Holbrook’s Combat Models/Monogram 1/72 nd scale XC – 99. 

Horizon Apotosaurus by Donna Fisher. 

Kevin Patrick’s Monogram 1/72 nd scale HU-16 Albatros. 

1/72nd scale Aersal-Moldava - Antonov A-7 Glider by Brian  Baker. 
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An M-1 Jumping Godzilla by Brian Fisher. 

Chris Nadeau’s Fujimi 1/72 nd scale MiG-21. 
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Nakajima Ki-27 (Nate) - Hasegawa 1/48 th scale  
By Larry Grapentine 
 
 
History 
The Nakajima Ki-27 Type 97 fighter (Allied code name “Nate”) was first 
produced in 1938 to replace the Japanese Army’s biplane fighters.  
The design was chosen over the Kawasaki Ki-28 and the Mitsubishi Ki-
33, based on the Ki-27’s exceptional maneuverability, even though it 
was the slowest of the three prototypes.  The experienced Japanese 
pilots were used to highly agile biplanes, and preferred agility over 
speed.  These pilots were also used to open cockpits, and many 
removed the sliding hood portion of the canopy to increase visibility. 
The Ki-27’s combat debut was March 1938 in China.  The type was 
replaced by the Ki-43 Hayabusa starting in June 1941.  Nearly 3,400 of 
the type were produced until 1942.  Ki-27’s were used by training 

schools in Japan during WWII, and were pressed into service as 
Kamikaze suicide bombers near the end of the war.  
 
The Kit 
I used an older kit picked up at a swap meet, but it is still currently 
available from Hasegawa with different markings.  I am told the kit was 
first produced by Mania in the late 70’s.  Regardless of the kit’s age, it 
is still very good, with engraved panel lines and thousands of recessed 
rivets.  The tail surfaces are nice and thin, and the trailing edges of the 
wings do not appear too thick.  The engine is nicely detailed, but there 
is no firewall between it and the cockpit (more on this later).  Options 
include two types of canopies (both closed), external fuel tanks, flare 
tubes, and a top wing- mounted generator (?). 
 
The cockpit is somewhat detailed, but if you use the kit’s “closed 
canopy and paint the interior the authentic dark blue color, you can’t 
see much in the cockpit anyways.  The canopy is a little thick, but 
usable.  It does have decent sidewall, seat and controls detail, but the 
instrument panel has no details, just empty circles.  The floor is 
detailed to look like the top of the wing, but it is too narrow and leaves 
big gaps on the sides.  I only used a couple of the kit decals, but they 
appeared similar to other Hasegawa decals, and were a hair out of 
register. 
 
Construction 
The fit is generally very good, with only a small amount of filler needed 
in a couple spots.  The canopy did not fit well onto the fuselage, and 
needed some fairing in.  The two-piece cowling needed a little shaping 
to match the fuselage.  The engine is supposed to be attached to the 
cowl ring by the cylinder heads, but the placement is pretty vague.  I 
referred to Ki-27 photos, and decided the front of the crankcase should 
be flush with the front of the cowling.  The kit has nothing between the 
engine and the rudder pedals in the cockpit.  There is a lip on the 
fuselage directly in front of the cockpit, so I cut an oval disk from 
styrene and glued it in place to make a firewall.  Not only did this give 
me a surface to mount the engine, but it sealed off the cockpit to keep 
out debris and paint spray from getting up into the closed canopy that 
would have to be attached before painting because of the filling 
needed to fair it in. 
 
The wing root to fuselage joint required only a little MR Surfacer to fill 
the small seam.  The underside back wing to fuselage joint needed a 
little filler.  There were a few holes for the optional fuel tanks that I 
plugged with styrene rod and sanded flush, being careful not to ruin the 
rivet detail.  On the places I did wipe out the rivets from sanding, I 
pressed a shallow hole using a sharp point to restore them.  Previously 
I had used a small drill bit, but I found embossing a rivet with the point 
is faster and looks better. 
 
Instead of gluing the wheels into the fixed landing gear fairings during 
assembly, I found it easier to glue the fairings together sans-wheels, 
and cut the wheel in half and install only the bottom half of the wheel 
(the only part you can see) after painting was finished. 
 
Painting and Decals 
At first I thought some of the colors called for in the instructions were 
incorrect, but research revealed the cockpit interior was indeed a dark 
Navy blue.  The colors specified by the instructions are correct, 
including the Imperial Japanese Army gray for the overall exterior, 
which is has a greenish tint.  The box art has the greenish tint, but the 
photo of the finished kit on the box sides and the painting guide looks 
to be painted light gray with no green tint, which is incorrect. 
 
The decals included with the kit are for 2 interesting schemes, but I 
wanted to depict a Ki-27 from the 50th Sentai, which had a red 
lightning bolt running off the tail onto the fuselage.  The aircraft I chose 
was shot down near Rangoon in early 1941 by the Flying Tigers.  I 
painted the white and blue fuselage bands first, then the overall IJA 
Gray.  I then masked the lightning bolts, which runs on top of the 
bands. I first sprayed a light coat of primer to cover the bands so they 
would not show through, and then painted the red.  Kit decals were 
used for some of the small stencils, and I used Aeromaster Hinomarus, 
which took repeated applications of Solvaset to get them down into the 
rivets. 
 
I chose not to weather the aircraft after looking at dozens of wartime 
Ki-27 photos on the ‘Net.  I could not find a single picture of a dirty 
Nate, all were clean and their paint was in good shape.  Now if you 
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wanted to model a late war Kamikaze, you could probably go nuts with 
the weathering. 
 
Conclusion 
This is a nice kit to build out of the box (with the added firewall), and 
could be made up to par with newer kits with the addition of an open 
vacuform canopy and a cockpit detail set. 
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Hawk Mister Mulligan 1/48 scale kit.  Will pay up to $20.00 for a 
complete, un-built kit.  Contact Erik Lind at 480-615-2188 or email at 
erik@erik-lind.com if you have one you are willing to part with. 
 

��� � ���������������������

 �

�

�

 ��� � ����
����
����
����
 ��� � �������������������� 




 

July  
·  Mon-26th  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Central United 

Methodist Church.  Demonstration – “Painting Sci-Fi Spacecraft” by 
Jimmy DiGiacomo. 

 

August  
·  Wed 4th – Sat 7th – IPMS/USA National Convention at Phoenix 

Civic Plaza. 
·  Mon-30th  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Central United 

Methodist Church. 
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Club Members’ Biography 
 
The next volunteer to share with us some personal history is Jim Fry.  
Jim has been active in the club for a quite while, and has done some 
very interesting things in his career.  Here is his story: 
 
Larry has asked me to write a short bio about my life.  Somehow short 
and 68 years doesn’t seem compatible, but here goes anyway. 
 
I was born in El Dorado, Kansas in 1936.  El Dorado is only 30 miles 
from Wichita, which then at least, was the “Air Capital of the World”. 
Boeing, Beech, Cessna, Culver, and several smaller aircraft 
manufacturers all had factories there.  From this environment came my 
long standing interest in aircraft. 
 
My first airplane ride was in a Beechcraft Staggerwing.  My fare was a 
penny a pound for a charity.  I also got a ride in a Piper J 3 Cub, sitting 
on my Dad’s lap in the back seat.  My father and I built flying models, 
both free flight and U control.  I remember an Albatross D V and a 
Cleveland Ryan Fireball.  I also built almost all of Monogram’s 
SPEEDY BUILT wood and plastic kits, covering the ceiling of my bed 
room. 
 
After the usual kid stuff I joined the Navy (ours!) in 1955.  In Boot 
Camp I had the opportunity to test for flight training and was 
successful, reporting to NAS Pensacola in March 1955.  I flew SNJs’ 
and T-28s’ at Pensacola.  Moving to Corpus Christi and Kingsville, 
Texas for advanced training, I flew T-28s’, TV 2s’, and F9F 2s’ and 5s’.  
I got my wings in October 1956 and headed to NAS North Island for 
my first duty station with FAWTUPAC, the west coast all weather 
training unit.  There I flew F3D 2T2s’ and the F4D 1, Skyray.  
FAWTUPAC became VF (AW) 3 and was assigned to the USAF Air 
Defense Command to cover the south western US coast.  A Navy 
squadron in the Air Force, interesting!  Our job was to be airborne 
within five minutes after a klaxon horn blasted us from a sound sleep.  
It was fun and we chased B 47s’ and F 89 Scorpions and F 102s’ 
chased us. 
 
My military flying came to a halt in 1960 when my eyes started to let 
me down.  I was transferred to NAS Lakehurst, New Jersey and was 
assigned to the NATF SI which tested catapults and arresting gear.  
This was interesting work as we tested new equipment and aircraft. 
 
I left the Navy in 1963 and joined General Motors International, starting 
at the 1964 Worlds’ Fair in NYC.  For the next 32 years I lived, worked, 
and traveled all over the world.  I made homes in Brazil, Australia, 
South Africa, Germany and Israel.  I traveled regularly to the Middle 
East and Asia.  This travel allowed me to see many different air 
museums, shows and I continued building models in every location.  
Sometimes I had to use a transformer to run the compressor I bought 
in the early 70’s at the original Squadron Shop on John R in Detroit.  It 
is still running BTW. 
 
I also found time to father five children and even help raise them, at 
least sometime. 
 
I am now reasonably settled down in Waddell with my wife Corinne, 
our four horses and three dogs.  My modeling is at a slow pace now 
but I hope to step work up soon.  Some of you have seen my 
workroom and I need to put it to good use. 
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Here are some various pictures from several websites: 
 

An F-15E refueling. 

An M-1A? Abrams. 

USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) entering Pearl Harbor.  

An Indian Air Force Jaguar. 

A pair of V-22’s. 

 
An AH-64A Apache in Iraq. 

 
The Navy’s High Speed Vessel “Swift”. 

 
An MH-6M “Little Bird” at a NASCAR race. 
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The Corsair 
Monthly Newsletter of the Phoenix Chapter of the IPMS/USA 
5910 East Julep Street 
Mesa, AZ  85205 
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216 W. Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ  85282 
(480) 968-1880 

www.thehobbydepot.com 
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“The Cutting Edge in Military Details” 
Eric R. Hight  
3245 E. Hillery Dr.  
Phoenix AZ 85032 
(602) 867-8822 
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2916 N. 40th St. 
Phoenix, AZ     (602) 840-0575 
 

www.spaceinminiature.com  
Space in Miniature books and reference material by Mike 
Mackowski 
 
Join the IPMS/USA $21.00 annual membership includes  
a subscription to the IPMS Journal. 
IPMS/USA National Office 
PO Box 2475  
N. Canton, OH  44720-0475  

www.ipmsusa.org 
 

www.airline-hobby.com  
Your One Stop Source for Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 


