INTERNATIONAL PLASTIC MODELERS SOCIETY, USA
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The club meets at 7:00pm on the last Monday of each month at the Central United Methodist Church in Phoenix. Check the club calendar on the
website for any changes. (http://www.ipms-phx.org)

Meeting Times:

Central United Methodist Church
1875 N. Central
Phoenix, AZ 85004

The church is located a couple of blocks north of McDowell Road on the east side of Central.

President & Web Site Editor: Larry Grapentine grapentl@cox.net (623) 875-6967

Vice President: Jim Pearsall n9joy@hotmail.com (623) 583-2308
Secretary: Bruce Briggs bbriggs@getnet.net (480) 961-3033
Treasurer: Ed Kucharski edkucharski@hotmail.com (480) 967-7101
Chapter Contact: Dick Christ dickc24@aol.com (480) 983-7131

Corsair Editor: Kevin Henthorn kevin.d.henthorn@boeing.com (480) 830-3070

The National Convention is now just a litle more than month away. |
encourage everyone to register for the convention and enter some
models. | have heard people say they aren’t going to enter because
they don't think their work is good enough to win. Perfect models are
few and far between, and you might be surprised to see a model you
didn’t think was worthy win an award. | will be entering a handful of
models that don't really have much of a chance to win, but | know
people will enjoy looking at them, and the more stuff on the tables to
look at, the better the show will be. Please participate! Pick out some
of your coolest looking models and bring them down to the contest in
August.

| always enjoy talking to guys in the club and hearing about the
interesting things they do or have done. | thought it might be fun to
feature a club member’s story each month, and because | thought of
this great idea a couple of days before deadline, I'll start with myself.

My name is Larry Grapentine, and | live in Peoria with my wife and two
girls, age 6 and 9. | am almost a Native Arizonan, having lived in the
Valley for 39 of my 41 years. | have been building models for about 6
years now, and my favorite subject is WWII aircraft in 1/48 scale, but |
am interested in just about everything. | have been a Craig Hewitt
Chapter member for 5 years. | volunteered to run the club’s website a
few years ago, and this year became club President.

| don’t have a military career or any other major accomplishments to
tell about. When | was a teenager | discovered going fast on a
motorcycle was a lot of fun, so | began racing. | also discovered it
costs a fair amount of money to race, so | passed on going to college
and started work as a motorcycle mechanic to pay for my habit. |
raced motocross, dirt track, cross country on dirt bikes, and sprint and
endurance races on street bikes. Later | started competing in
observed trials, which is supposed to be less dangerous than all my
previous racing, but | managed to break my hand and both ankles in
three separate crashes, each requiring surgery to fix bones. | decided
| was too old to keep breaking bones, so | quit riding altogether. After |
retired from motorcycle mechanics, | went to work as a dynamite truck
driver, delivering “powder” (what blasters call all explosive products) to
construction sites and quarries. | even learned how to use the stuff.
This came in handy when the Confederate Air Force’'s “Tora Tora
Tora” show came to town. | helped them rig gas bombs (way more fun
than ditch blasting) for the show, and they gave me a ride in one their
AT-6 Kate torpedo bombers. | help with the pyrotechnics any time they
do a show in Arizona.

My current job is parts and purchasing manager for a construction
equipment dealer. My day is filled with looking through machinery
schematics, ordering equipment and parts, and diagnosing broken
machines over the phone. We used to build small explosive devices
and detonate them in the back lot for amusement, but not any more
because we don’t want to be mistaken for terrorists and get thrown in
jail.

Well, there you have it. I'll try to get someone more interesting to tell
their story next month!

Larry Grapentine

The May meeting was the first meeting at the new location, the Central
United Methodist Church. The room was well air-conditioned, had
plenty of chairs and the usual crowd of about 50 people were there.

Rick Marshall did a great presentation on highlighting panel lines using
his airbrush technique.

There was no contest, but many models were brought in for display.

Craig Pierce’s AMT/ERTL - 1/35 " scale Anakin's Pod Racer



1/144"™ scale N/AW-10 by Keith Piper.

Hasegawa 1/72™ DP2-H Neptune w/Firebee drones by Bruce Briggs. [ lonea

Bt
Brian Baker's A-Model 1/72 ™ scale SH-2 Anphibian.



Hawk Mister Mulligan 1/48 scale kit. Will pay up to $20.00 for a
complete, un-built kit. Contact Erik Lind at 480-615-2188 or email at
erik@erik-lind.com if you have one you are willing to part with.

July
Mon-26" Monthly Club Meeting: 7:00 PM at Central United
Methodist Church. Demonstration — “Painting Sci-Fi Spacecraft” by
Jimmy DiGiacomo.

August
Wed 4™ — Sat 7" — IPMS/USA National Convention at Phoenix
Civic Plaza.
Mon-30" Monthly Club Meeting: 7:00 PM at Central United
Methodist Church.

Here is a letter that Lindy Fowler sent to Dick Christ. It is intended for
all of us:

Dear Dick,

Thank you for keeping in touch and sending me the form and
information on the award planned in honor of Pat. | have mailed the
form and a check for $75.00 as indicated.

You are right; | do not miss the hot days in Phoenix. | visited in April
for two weeks and that was enough. | had a great time with friends
and the weather was beautiful until it hit the 90's. My new three bed-
room home is very comfortable; situated on a hill side, in the country,
in the woods with a beautiful view and evening sunsets. Driving
anywhere in the county is a pleasure. | did not mind the winter, and
when my attached garage is finished, the next one will be even better.

For several reasons, and much to my regret, | will not be attending the
Convention in August. | will be thinking about everyone and will miss
seeing many long time friends. Every month, | look forward to the
Corsair and have also enjoyed the website, both are very impressive.
The Convention planning committee has done an incredible job. | don't
think you have missed a thing and have no doubt it will be, in many
ways, the greatest Convention ever.

Wishing you every success. Again, many thanks, Lindy

P.S. Please note one correction, Pat passed away February 28, 2000.
It still does not seem possible. Also please feel free to share my
mailing and e-mail addresses with anyone who may ask. Thanks L.

Here are some more pictures from the Air Force website:

y

] An F-15E releasing a flare.

An F-16 firing an AIM-9X.

An F-22 Raptor.
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5910 East Julep Street
Mesa, AZ 85205

216 W. Southern Ave.

Tempe, AZ 85282
(480) 968-1880

www.thehobbydepot.com

“The Cutting Edge in Military Details”
Eric R. Hight

3245 E. Hillery Dr.

Phoenix AZ 85032

(602) 867-8822

2916 N. 40th St.
Phoenix, AZ (602) 840-0575

www.spaceinminiature.com
Space in Miniature books and reference material by Mike
Mackowski

Join the IPMS/USA $21.00 annual membership includes
a subscription to the IPMS Journal.

IPMS/USA National Office

PO Box 2475

N. Canton, OH 44720-0475

WwWWw.ipmsusa.org

www.airline-hobby.com
Your One Stop Source for Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals,
Diecasts and Accessories




